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The  Cover 

Herb  Kosovitz's  drawing  projects  the  walker's  pro¬ 
spective  of  the  new  Vallejo  -  Churchill  Alley  Parking 
Garage. 

For  details  on  the  proposed  Parking  authority  project 
please  see  Gerald  Hurtado's  article  on  Page  4. 

You  can  contact  Parking  Authority  Director  Kevin 
Flagerty  if  you  have  comments. 


Printed  on  recycled  paper. 


The  Semaphore  is  a  publication  of  the 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  for  its  members.  Articles,  except 
for  the  summary  of  Board  of  Directors’  Motions,  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  official  position  of  the  Association  or 
its  Officers,  but  are  the  opinions  of  the  writers  of  the 
individual  signed  articles.  The  Association  can  take  no 
responsibility  for  their  content.  This  membership  publica¬ 
tion  is  not  to  be  reprinted  or  disseminated  without  permission 
in  writing. 
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A  Few  Last  Words 

by  June  Fraps.  President  THD 

This  is  being  written  during  a 
break  in  the  February  rains,  after  a 
morning  spent  with  20  or  so  hardy 
Hill  Dwellers  who  gave  up  their 
Saturday  morning  to  sweep  the 
streets  of  our  neighborhood. 

It’s  that  kind  of  effort  that  keeps 
the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  going, 
and  makes  our  neighborhood  such  a 
delightful  place  to  live. 

And  as  your  president,  I’ ve  found 
that  kind  of  project  has  been  the 
most  gratifying,  and  the  most  fun. 
I’m  constantly  amazed  at  the  will¬ 
ingness  of  Hill  Dwellers  to  give  a 
few  hours  —  or  many!—  and  consid¬ 
erable  energy  to  neighborhood 
causes  and  good  times. 

That  makes  the  traditional  thank 
yous  of  a  retiring  president  espe¬ 
cially  difficult.  Many,  many  people 
have  helped  keep  die  Hill  Dwellers 
moving  this  past  two  years,  some¬ 
times  in  major  ways,  sometimes 
just  lending  a  hand  for  a  few  hours. 
Where  to  begin? 

Perhaps  with  the  energetic  sweep¬ 
ers,  and  Abby  Herget  and  Scott 
Lewis  who  spent  long  evenings  re¬ 
cruiting  them.  (If  you’d  like  to  join 
die  clean  up  crew  next  time,  April 
17  or  25,  give  Abby  a  call  at  982- 
4437.  A  few  hours’  work  really 
DOES  make  a  difference!) 

And  special  dianks  to  die  officers 
and  directors,  whose  commitment 
of  time  and  energy  (and  moral  sup¬ 
port!)  is  truly  commendable.  Par¬ 
ticular  thanks  to  diose  board  mem¬ 
bers  who  are  retiring  diis  year:  Jor¬ 
dan  Rosenberg,  who’s  done  a  noble 
job  as  vice  president  while  coping 
widi  a  killer  commute;  Mia  Morrill, 
who’s  been  picking  up  die  mail. 


other  chores; 
P  a  t 
Lorentzen,  who’s  retiring  after  her 
second  stint  as  recording  secretary; 
and  Judy  Robinson,  who  took  the 
time  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the  board 
even  though  she  was  under  pressure 
to  finish  her  new  book. 

Thanks  to  diose  who  represented 
us  before  Commisssions  at  City  Hall, 
and  those  who  listened  at  endless 
hearings  with  our  interests  at  heart. 
Thanks,  too,  to  diose  who  gave  time 
to  projects  and  pupils  at  Garfield 
School  —  and  diose  who  saved  dieir 
Safeway  receipts  to  buy  die  school 
computers!  Thanks  to  diose  who 
rallied  to  save  our  landmark  build¬ 
ings,  our  open  space,  and  our  trees. 
I  can’t  forget  diose  who  organized 
the  fun,  games  and  prizes  at  the  Coit 
Tower  picnic  —  and  diose  who  lined 
up  the  speakers  for  Issues  Night. 
Thanks  to  those  who  worked  to 
illuminate  Washington  Square,  and 
those  who  contributed  to  die  light¬ 
ing  fund.  And  dianks  to  die  Sema¬ 
phore  staff  for  recording  all  diis, 
and  the  essence  of  life  on  die  Hill  as 
well. 

I  hope  you  get  the  idea.  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  Dwellers  is  many  people, 
some  doing  a  lot,  some  doing  a  little 
—  dianks  to  all! 

I  have  normally  used  diis  page  to 
exhort  you  to  action,  and  I  can’t 
resist  one  last  chance: 

The  University  of  California’s 
Bancroft  Library,  dirough  Judy 


Robinson’ s  efforts,  has  agreed  to  be 
the  repository  for  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers’  historical  records.  If 
you’ve  got  some  old  files  or  photo¬ 
graphs  stashed  away,  now’ s  the  time 
to  give  them  up  to  posterity.  You 
can  be  sure  they’ll  be  cared  for,  and 
will  be  accessible  as  well.  Call 
Rhoda  Robinson  (781-5221)  if 
you’ ve  got  something  to  contribute. 

The  Neighborhood  Emergency 
Response  Team  (NERT)  training 
offered  by  the  Fire  Department  is 
funded  until  June,  and  is  also  booked. 
We’ve  reserved  a  class  for  July, 
assuming  that  funding  will  be  found, 
but  may  be  able  to  arrange  for 
THDers  to  participate  in  other 
classes  between  now  and  then.  Call 
Stewart  Bloom  (39 1  -4 166)  if  you’re 
interested  in  getting  diis  very  worth¬ 
while  training. 

And  finally,  lend  a  hand  to  die 
new  officers  and  directors  —  a  little 
time  spent  can  be  very  rewarding! 


THD  Motions  Passed 

January 

Voted  to  support  Supervisor 
Maher’s  request  that  Caltrans  work 
widi  San  Francisco  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  and  consideration  of: 

Alternative  replacement  designs 
for  the  Terminal  Separator  struc¬ 
ture 

Alternatives  to  the  costly  reha¬ 
bilitation  of  die  Transbay  Terminal 

Provision  by  CalTrans  of  the 
financial  resources  necessary  to 
complete  diese  studies. 

February 

Voted  to  donate  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers’  historical  records  to  the 
Bancroft  Library. 
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North  Beach  &  Telegraph  Hill  Parking  Improvements 


by  Gerald  Hurtado 

Bond  Yee,  Director  of  Traffic 
Engineers,  indicated  that  the  planned 
diagonal  parking  improvements  on 
the  500  block  of  Vallejo  was  pass¬ 
ed  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
Before  he  submits  a  work  request  to 
the  Paint  &  Signs  Department,  he 
intends  to  visit  the  street  to  assure  as 
much  parking  as  possible.  He  also 
agreed  to  look  at  the  comer  of  Mont¬ 
gomery  &  Green  to  consider  some 
permanent  motorcycle  &  scooter 
parking.  The  Montgomery  Street 
Parking  Plan  is  approved  and  may 
be  completed  by  the  time  of  this 
issue. 

The  New  Vallejo  /  Churchill 
Alley  Parking  Garage 

There  have  been  three  commu¬ 
nity  meetings  recently  regarding  this 
proposed  $7.2  million  330  stall  ga¬ 
rage.  The  most  recent  meeting  was 
held  at  St.  Peter  and  Paul’s  Parish 
Center  January  27, 1993.  Interested 
people  from  Chinatown  as  well  as 
North  Beach  Neighbors,  Russian 
Hill  Neighbors,  North  Beach  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  Dwellers  attended. 


Parking  Authority  Director  Kevin 
Hagerty  introduced  John  Newlin, 
the  new  Executive  Director  of  Park¬ 
ing  and  Traffic.  Newlin  is  a  former 
SF  police  captain.  He  is  familiar 
with  North  Beach’s  parking  and 
congestion  problems.  The  meeting 
proceeded. 

There  was  discussion  regarding 
the  placement  of  the  entrance  and 
exit  to  the  garage.  It  was  pointed  out 
tli at  auto  traffic  often  comes  to  a 
stand-still  as  cars  line  up  on  Vallejo 
Street  to  enter  the  present  public 
garage.  The  proposed  new  garage 
will  be  located  on  Churchill  Alley 
directly  across  the  street  from  the 
existing  garage.  Consideration  is 
being  given  a  plan  to  enter  the  new 
garage  from  Broadway  via  Churchill 
Alley  to  alleviate  congestion. 

The  major  topic  of  conversation 
was  the  proposed  65  foot  height  of 
the  new  structure.  Russian  Hill 
Neighbors,  North  Beach  Neighbors, 
and  the  Dwellers  fought  to  get  the 
40-foot  height  limit  passed  for  all  of 


North  Beach.  Our  three  neighbor¬ 
hood  organizations  are  on  record  in 
favor  of  maintaining  the  40-ft  limit 
on  new  structures. 

On  November  25,  1992  THD 
President,  June  Frap,  wrote  John 
Newlin  and  copied  appropriate  com¬ 
missions  and  agencies:  The  Board 
of  Directors  (of  THD )  wishes  to 
reiterate  the  organization’s  posi¬ 
tion  in  support  of  additional  park¬ 
ing  facilities  in  the  neighborhood, 
consistent  with  the  integrity  of  the 
area’s  prevailing  40-foot  height 
limit.  It  opposes  construction  of  a 
new  building  65  feet  high,  as  has 
been  proposed. 

Much  of  the  conversation  at  the 
meeting  revolved  around  trying  to 
find  alternatives  to  exceeding  the 
40-foot  height  limit,  e.g.,  building 
parking  below  street  level  was  sug¬ 
gested  by  several  in  attendance. 
Another  proposed  a  simpler  less 
expensive  garage  with  parking 
meters  that  would  not  require  an 
attendant.  Such  garages  can  be 
found  throughout  die  City,  e.g.,  there 
is  one  in  the  Marina. 

Continued  on  page  7 
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Parking... 


What  happens  to  the  existing 
public  garage? 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  interest 
in  what  the  City  intends  to  do  with 
the  existing  City  garage  on  Vallejo. 
There  was  a  rumor  that  the  City 
intended  to  turn  it  over  for  the  ex¬ 
clusive  use  of  Central  Police  Sta¬ 
tion  which  presently  occupies  a 
ground  floor  comer  of  the  building. 

In  response  to  the  question  about 
Central  Police  Station  and  the  exist¬ 
ing  garage,  John  Newlin  seemed  to 
feel  that  the  police  might  relocate  to 
the  foot  of  Broadway  near 
Embarcadero.  If  this  occurs,  there 
would  be  additional  street  parking 
(on  Vallejo,  Stockton  and  Powell) 
because  official  police  cars  and 
police  private  vehicles  would  no 
longer  need  to  be  parked  in  the 
immediate  vicinity. 

In  Fraps’  November  25tli  letter 
she  also  stated:  The  future  use  of  the 
existing  parking  garage  opposite 
Churchill  Alley  on  Vallejo  Street 
certainly  has  a  bearing  on  the  pub¬ 
lic  parking  situation  in  our  neigh¬ 
borhood,  and  is  of  great  concern  to 
us.  We  wish  to  be  on  record  in  favor 
of  continued  use  of  that  garage  for 
short-term  public  parking. 

Herb  Kosovitz,  architect  and 
former  THD  board  member,  has 
agreed  to  serve  as  our  point  person 
for  the  garage  project.  Herb  has 
been  doing  some  research.  He  has 
learned  that  North  Beach,  other  than 
property  that  fronts  on  Broadway,  is 
zoned  for  a  40  foot  height  limit  for 
all  new  construction.  To  his  knowl¬ 
edge,  since  the  40-foot  height  limit 
for  North  Beach  has  been  in  place. 


not  a  single  height  variance  has 
been  granted. 

Herb  indicated  that  the  City  Plan¬ 
ning  Commission  and  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  would  have  to  hold 
separate  public  hearings  prior  to 
approval  of  any  variance  on  the  40- 
foot  height  limit.  There  will  be  at 
least  one  more  meeting  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood;  Hagerty  and  the  archi¬ 
tects  have  promised  to  bring  an¬ 
swers  to  the  many  questions  they 
were  asked. 


It  was  gratifying  to  see  almost  a 
dozen  THD  members  at  the  Central 
Station  Police  Community  Relations 
meeting  on  January  21.  Usually, 
only  three  or  four  of  our  group  at¬ 
tend.  These  meetings  are  held  at 
Central  Police  Station,  766  Vallejo 
St.,  on  the  third  Thursday  of  alter¬ 
nate  months  starting  in  January,  with 
the  next  one  on  March  18  at  7:30 
pm.  I  urge  you  to  mark  your  calen¬ 
dars  with  these  Thursday  dates  and 
make  an  effort  to  participate  in  the 
meetings. 


These  meetings  are  open  to  the 
public.  If  you  are  interested  in  the 
issue  of  parking  or  wish  to  serve  on 
the  Parking  &  Traffic  Committee 
please  contact  me  at  788-7723. 

THD  Parking  and  Traffic  Co- 
Chair,  Nancy  Katz,  has  been  on 
leave  for  health  reasons;  however, 
she  is  recovering  nicely.  Nancy  is 
look-ing  forward  to  resuming  her 
responsibilities  in  the  near  future. 


Crime  Notes 

by  Pat  Lorentzen 


The  steering  committee  which 
plans  the  topics  for  each  meeting  is 
composed  of  representatives  from 
Telegraph  Hill  (yours  truly),  Rus¬ 
sian  Hill,  North  Beach  Neighbors, 
Chinatown  Resource  Center,  the 
North  Beach  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  Senior  Escort  Service  and 
the  community  relations  officer  from 
Central  Police  Station.  We  always 
welcome  suggestions  from  the 
neighborhood.  If  you  have  a  topic 
which  you  feel  is  important  to  the 
community,  please  call  me  at  781- 
0456  with  your  recommendation. 
We  will  try  to  schedule  it  at  an 
upcoming  meeting. 

I  can  also  have  you  added  to  the 
mailing  list  to  receive  notices  of  the 
bi-monthly  meetings  if  you  will  give 
me  a  call. 

I  hope  to  see  you  in  March. 
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Get  Your  Hard  Hat  And  Vest 


FREE! 

by  Stewart  H.  Bloom 

You  can  have  this  yellow  hard 
hat,  a  very  smart  contrasting  orange 
vest,  NERT  manual  and  a  Certifi¬ 
cate  of  Achievement  (ready  for 
framing).  All  you  have  to  do  is 
spend  a  few  hours  a  week  with  your 
neighbors.  NERT  (Neighborhood 
Emergency  Response  Team)  train¬ 
ing  is  die  way. 

NERT  training  classes  by  die  San 
Francisco  Fire  Department  (SEED) 
have  been  given  since  the  Loma 
Prieta  quake  in  1989.  Classes  are 
held  around  die  city  every  week  on 
Monday,  Tuesday  or  Wednesday 
night. 

I  was  one  of  a  group  of  THD  folk 
who  took  the  training  last  year  at 
Fort  Mason  and  die  SEED  fire  school. 
It  was  worthwhile. 

NERT  can  help  you  to  become 
self  sufficient  in  an  emergency.  In 
a  major  disaster,  emergency  service 
may  not  be  available  to  you  imme¬ 
diately.  By  taking  NERT  training 
you  lessen  die  need  for  emergency 
people  to  help  you,  which  in  turn 
lets  them  help  odiers,  and  you  can 
assist  in  providing  emergency  ser¬ 
vices. 

The  problem  is  that  in  a  major 
disaster  diere  will  NOT  be  enough 
public  emergency  services  avail¬ 
able.  Not  enough  ambulances,  fire, 
or  police.  One  major  MUNI  bus 
accident  can  overload  the  ambu¬ 
lance  system  in  the  city  now. 

NERT  teaches  preparedness  and 
self-help,  techniques  of  search  and 
rescue,  small  fire  fighting  and  di¬ 
saster  triage.  You’ll  learn  how  to 


mark  a  building  that  you  have 
searched,  and  how  to  use  a  fire 
extinguisher,  and  much  more. 
You’ll  learn  how  to  decide  what  to 
do  with  your  gas  and  electric  ser¬ 
vices,  and  dien  how  to  do  it.  NERT 
doesn’t  teach  first  aid,  or  CPR  or 
major  fire  fighting. 

Because  you  arecerdfied  dirough 
die  NERT  program,  you’ll  be  cov¬ 
ered  by  California’s  “Good  Samari¬ 
tan’  ’  laws.  A  certificate  of  training 
will  be  on  file  at  the  SEED. 

The  course  is  one  class  a  week  of 
three  hours,  for  five  consecutive 
weeks.  Classes  usually  start  at  6:30 
pm.  If  you  can't  make  it  to  all  the 
classes,  you  can  make  diem  up  at 
some  other  time  and  place.  The 
classes  are  always  the  same. 

After  die  course  is  over  there  are 
yearly  re  views  and  refresher  classes . 
Each  neighborhood  will  set  up  stag¬ 
ing  areas  for  disaster  relief.  NERT 
teams  will  help  with  emergency 
shelter  at  schools  and  other  loca¬ 


tions  after  the  immedi¬ 
ate  disaster  is  over. 

The  first  available 
date  for  a  Telegraph  Hill 
class  is  on  July  12,  and 
we  need  to  know  if  you 
are  interested.  JuneFraps 
is  trying  to  locate  space 
in  the  neighborhood. 

Between  now  and 
July,  there  are  classes 
being  held  for  Russian 
Hill  at  St.  Francis  Hospi¬ 
tal  starting  April  1st.  A 
Marina  class  starts  June 
1st  in  Fort  Mason.  There 
also  are  other  classes 
around  die  city  which 
you  are  welcome  to  join. 

There  is  no  charge 
now  as  the  program  has 
received  some  funding,  finally,  from 
die  Mayor’s  office.  But  we  need  to 
know  if  you  are  interested  to  reserve 
the  dates.  You  can  see  how  far  in 
advance  these  classes  must  be  sched¬ 
uled. 

Call  me  at  391-4166  ASAP,  and 
let  me  know  if  you  want  to  sign  up 
for  die  July  THD  class.  Your  sur¬ 
vival  in  die  BIG  ONE  could  depend 
on  it. 


CRIME  STATISTICS 


NOV- JAN . 

NOV-JAN 

.  % 

TYPE 

1991- 

-2 

1992-3 

CHANGE 

Homoclde 

0 

0 

Rape 

0 

1 

Robbery 

7 

8 

Assault 

10 

26 

Burglary 

17 

22 

Theft 

68 

65 

Auto 

23 

38 

Other 

83 

125 

TOTAL 

208 

285 

37.0% 

TOTAL  MAJOR*  125 

160 

28.0% 

•Homicide, 

Rape, 

Robbery,  Assault, 

Burglary, 

Grand/ Petty 

■  Theft, 

Auto 

Theft,  Purse  Snatch 

Saturday  Is  Kid's 
Library  Day 

by  Eileen  Wampole, 

Children’s  Librarian 

Many  of  you  may  have  noticed  that 
your  neighborhood  library  is  now  open 
on  Saturdays  from  1:00  to  5:00  pm 
These  extra  hours  are  being  paid  for 
by  Children’s  Amendment  funds  es¬ 
tablished  to  provide  more  needed  ser¬ 
vices  to  San  Francisco’s  children  and 
teens. 

On  Saturdays,  therefore,  the  focus 
is  on  this  age  group  and  a  librarian 
will  be  present  to  help  children  and 
teens  with  reference  questions,  book 
selection,  and  general  information. 
Though  adults  as  well  as  children  can 
check  out  books,  no  reference,  reader’s 
advisory  or  general  information  ser¬ 
vices  will  be  provided  for  adults  dur¬ 
ing  these  Saturday  hours. 

The  North  Beach  Branch  will  re¬ 
main  open  on  Saturday  afternoons 
through  June  5 .  Survey  forms  are  avail¬ 
able  at  the  library  so  that  patrons  of  all 
ages  can  register  their  opinions  about 
the  Saturday  program.  Your  opinions 
and  suggestions  will  be  quite  valu¬ 
able  in  our  assessment  of  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  this  trial  program. 
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Children  who  are  fascinated  by 
magic  or  who  are  simply  looking  for 
something  fun  to  do  during  spring 
break  are  invited  to  visit  the  library  on 
Thursday  April  8  at  2:00  pm  when 
Magic  Dan  returns  to  dazzle  with  his 
bag  of  tricks  and  entertain  with  his 
silly  jokes. 

Books  on  related  topics  such  as 
how  to  make  your  own  magic  and 
“how  to  be  really  funny”  could  go 
home  with  you  for  a  few  weeks  —  all 
you  need  is  your  library  card. 

Regular  children’s  activities  in¬ 
clude  film  programs  on  the  third  Tues¬ 
day  of  each  month  (call  274-0270  or 
drop  by  for  a  schedule).  On  all  other 
Tuesdays  (except  for  March  23  when 
the  children’s  librarian  will  be  on  a 
well-deserved  vacation),  Infant/Tod¬ 
dler  Lapsits  (ages  0-3  and  care-giv¬ 
ers)  begin  at  10: 15  am.  and  Preschool 
Storytimes  (ages  3-5)  start  at  10:45 
am. 

Hear  It  Now 

by  Gardner  Haskell, 

Branch  Manager 

You  asked  for  it!! 

Many  of  you  have  been  asking  for 
Books-on-Tape.  The  North  Beach 
library  began  circulating  15  Fiction 
Books-on-Tape  mid  February  1993. 

We  plan  to  add  another  25  titles  to 
our  collection  by  May  1993. 

We  will  hold  two  poetry  readings 
in  March.  On  March  10,  Thursday  at 
7pm,  Ron  Sauer  and  Whitman 
McGowan  read.  Thursday,  March 
24th  at  7pm  Rosemarie  Manno  and 
Luis  Martinez  read  their  poetry. 

Both  programs  are  free  and  take 
place  inside  the  North  Beach  library 
at  the  comer  of  Columbus  andMason. 


Hill’s  Angels 
Treasure  Hunt 

by  Mia  Morrill 

Twelve-year-old  Eric  and  I  are 
having  a  little  something  at 
Malvina’s.  We  overhear  some  Dwell¬ 
ers  at  another  table  proudly  review¬ 
ing  the  attributes  of  The  Hill  and 
commenting  that  to  live  here  is  to 
live  in  a  small  town.  They  are  refer¬ 
ring  to  a  sense  of  community  and  to 
belonging  and  I  ponder  how  that 
might  translate  into  the  eyes  of  chil¬ 
dren. 

The  games  of  my  own  Minnesota 
childhood  came  to  mind.  Particu¬ 
larly  the  treasure  hunts,  elaborately 
organized  by  my  big  brother,  the 
seeker  of  adventure.  Cleverly  writ¬ 
ten  notes  were  hidden  about  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  each  note  describing  where 
the  next  note  could  be  found.  We  felt 
the  power  of  our  number  as  we  ran  to 
the  bridge  for  the  first  note.  We 
gloried  in  our  teamwork  as  we  raced 
to  the  triangular  park.  We  leapt  in 
triumph  as  we  bounded  down  the  hill 
to  our  Treasure.  Our  Treasure  was 
always  lemonade  and  cookies  for 
everyone. 

The  Hill’s  Angels  are  planning  a 
Treasure  Hunt  in  May.  Anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  participating  should  give 
me  a  call.  Kids  of  all  ages  are 
welcome.  982-4850. 

Now  that  the  North  Beach  Library 
is  open  on  Saturday  attemoon,  I  hope 
that  all  of  you  will  join  the  Hill’s 
Angels  in  visiting  the  library  during 
these  extended  hours. 


ABLE  BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  CO. 

868  Folsom  Street,  San  Francisco,  Calif.  94107,  Tel:  981-8070 


Angelo  J.  Boschetto 


Conveniently  located  in  the  heart  of  North  Beach  and  Fisherman's  Wharf 

Daily  Rates 
$45  to  $65 
Weekly  Rates 
Available 

Breakfast  7:30-10:30 


SAM  R6MO 

HOTEL  &  RESTAURANT 


2237  Mason,  S.F. 


Since  1906 
(415)776-8688  Hotel, 


Tom  and  Robert  Field 
Invite  you  to  their 
reopened  restaurant. 
Chef  John  Littlewood 
serves  interpretations  of 
traditional  San  Francisco 
recipes. 


673-9090  Restaurant 
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by  Helen  von  Ammon 

The  perfect  sex  partner,  or  per¬ 
fectrecording  of  Mozart’s  Requiem, 
the  perfect  hamburger... we  all  lust 
for  something.  My  passion  is  back¬ 
packs  Not  the  overkill  German  ruck¬ 
sack  but  simple  and  practical.  Y et  It 
must  avoid  the  inelegance  of  an 
overgrown,  overblown  flower  child. 
Whilst  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  in  a 
moment  of  euphoric  lunacy,  I  had 
sprung  for  a  Louis  Vuitton  back¬ 
pack.  Returning  to  San  Francisco 
and  relative  sanity,  I  realized  that 
LV’s  had  been  replicated  in  count¬ 
less  Hong  Kong  knock  offs.  So  much 
for  snob  appeal.  Besides,  as  a  back¬ 
pack  it  was  awkwardly  designed 

East-West  Leather  in  North 
Beach  recommended  Diane  E.  May, 
of  DESIGNS  BY  D.  In  her  studio  at 
350 Francisco,  Apt.  1  (415  989-8943) 
“D”  sketched  ideas  as  she  listened 
to  my  requirements  and  smoothed 
out  the  Italian  leathers  I  had  horded 
to  use  for  my  backpack.  Her  atten¬ 
tive  no  nonsense  attitude,  numerous 
examples  of  leather  pants,  jackets 
and  handbags,  plus  a  fine  arts  de¬ 
gree  from  San  Francisco  Art  Insti¬ 
tute,  all  reassured  me. 

Returning  to  D  a  couple  of  times 
for  adjustments,  the  finished  back¬ 
pack  is  elegantly  useful,  just  as  I  had 
envisioned.  D  clearly  enjoys  her 
work  and  wishes  to  please  her  cli¬ 
ents. 

Despite  tremendous  changes  in 
the  leather  industry  in  the  past  two 
decades,  Diane  is  extraordinarily 
knowledgeable  about  leather,  from 
plongee  (thin,  lightweight  top  grain 


Designs  Your  Dreams 


cowhide)  to  lambskin;  whether  from 
Canada,  Europe,  Japan,  Napa,  Santa 
Barbara  or  the  City. 

She  can  fix  leather  anything... 
replace  your  busted  zipper,  reline  a 
tired  coat,  patch,  take  in,  let  out.  She 
does  custom  totes,  bandolier  style 
bags  and  briefcases.  Or  she  will 
wrap  you  in  an  Ace  Bandage  suede 
skirt.  (If  you’re  broader  than  a 
breadstick,  don’t  go  for  this  one.) 
She  can  design  a  dress  of  suede;  a 
jazzy  jacket  with  snaps,  flaps,  pock¬ 
ets  within  pockets,  of  colors  cool 
and  bizarre  for  your  group’s  impor¬ 
tant  gig. 

Since  D’s  digs  are  modest,  in 
NorthBeach,  we’re  not  talking 
palazio  prices  here.  For  hardly  more 
than  a  celebration  in  a  trendy  restau¬ 


rant,  you  can  get  your  own  one-of- 
a-kind  dream  garment  from  $250  up 
to  $675. 

There  is  something  sensuous 
about  the  smell  and  feel  of  leather. 
And  San  Francisco’s  climate  is  per¬ 
fect  for  leather;  it  can  be  worn  al¬ 
most  year  round.  Your  Harley  Hog 
jacket  of  ‘  ‘smooth  out’  ’  leather  will 
be  almost  maintenance  free,  if  you 
occasionally  go  over  it  with  a  leather 
conditioner.  “Rough  out’’  (suede) 
is  expensive  to  clean  at  $30-$35, 
but  it's  seldom  necessary  and  can  be 
done  in  the  Bay  Area,  Los  Angeles 
or  New  York. 

Diane  is  an  eighth  generation 
Californian  with  an  artist  mother 
and  grandmother  and  artist  archi¬ 
tect  father.  His  designs  contributed 
to  many  important  buildings  in  San 
Francisco.  DESIGNS  BY  D  contin¬ 
ues  successfully  since  its  modest 
beginning  in  1976  with  the  gift  of  a 
second  hand  Chandler  leather  sew¬ 
ing  machine.  Continuing  to  special¬ 
ize  in  leather,  D’s  future  designs 
will  incorporate  her  skill  as  a  painter 
and  include  bright  colors,  patterns 
and  images  as  appropriate  for  each 
individual  garment 

Wonder  how  I’d  look  in  a  long, 
eight-panel  leather  skirt.  In 
plongee...?  Or  maybe  lambskin... 
Black  would  be  nice... 


Support  You  Local 
Merchants 

They  are  THERE  When 
You  Need  Them 
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PORT POURRI 

by  Bob  Tibbits 


lose  44%  of  its  cruise  business.  The 
economic  im¬ 

pact  to  the  Port  and  City 
would  be  a  loss  of  more 
than  $2  million  in  tourism 
revenues,  according  to  a 
Port  spokeswoman. 


Competition? 

The  Port  of 

San  Francisco  /  yllT 
reported  a  profit  *  * 

of  $1,975,000 
for  the  fiscal 

year  ended  June  30,  1992,  but  is 
budgeting  a  $2,000,000  operat¬ 
ing  deficit  for  the  current  year. 
The  loss  of  NedLoyd  Lines  hub 
operation  (with  as  many  as  four 
vessels  in  port  at  one  time)  will 
result  in  a  $1,700,000  decline  in 
Port  revenues.  Yet  the  Port  Com¬ 
mission  saw  fit  to  turn  down  a 
$287,000-a-year  proposal  to  lease 
dock  space  to  Marine  Express  Co., 
a  experienced,  non-union  water  taxi 
operator  from  southern  California. 
Commissioner  Jimmy  Herman,  in 
one  of  his  all  too  frequent  tirades, 
lectured  the  applicant’ s  lawyer  about 
“fair  competition”  and  accused  the 
family-owned  firm  of  planning  to 
pay  below-union  scale  wages  to  its 
S.F.  Bay  operators.  The 
Commission’s  unanimous  denial 
appeared  to  be  based  solely  on  the 
percieved  competitive  threat  posed 
for  Crowley  Maritime  Services,  al¬ 
though  Commissioner  Anne  Halsted 
noted  for  the  record  that  she  was 
concerned  more  about  Marine  Ex¬ 
press’  business  qualifications. 
Crowley,  incidentally,  is  moving 


back  to  the  Port  from  Oakland  and 
recently  signed  a  15-year  lease  for 
facilities  at  Pier  54  that  will  gener¬ 
ate  $242,700  annual  rents  after  a 
$24,000  credit  for  capital  improve¬ 
ments. 

Cruise  Dollars 

There  are  33  cruise  ship  calls 
scheduled  for  Pier  35  in  1993,  three- 
quarters  of  them  occurring  between 
April  and  October.  The  P  &  O 
Lines  “Canberra”  scratched  it’s 
January  visit  after  some  mechanical 
trouble  delayed  its  departure  from 
Florida  on  its  103-day  around-the- 
world  cruise.  This  continuing  de¬ 
cline  in  cruise  ship  business  may 
accelerate  further  if  the  new  state 
law  prohibiting  gambling  on  ships 
traveling  between  San  Francisco  and 
southern  California  ports  is  not  re¬ 
pealed.  The  Port  estimates  it  will 


Pier  35  Parties 

Meanwhile,  it  has  been  over  three 
years  since  the  Fisherman’s  Wharf 
Citizens  Advisory  Committee  for¬ 
mally  recommended  utilizing  Pier 
35  for  other  activities  on  the  320  or 
so  days  a  year  it  is  not  servicing 
passenger  liners.  The  Port  is  finally 
negotiating  a  five-year  facilities 
management  agreement  with  Wa¬ 
terfront  Promotions  at  $60,000  a 
year  (about  30  cents  a  square  foot) 
plus  12.5%  of  gross  operating  rev¬ 
enues.  Just  to  make  it  perfectly  le¬ 
gitimate,  Waterfront  Promotions 
will  be  seeking  a  Conditional  Use 
Permit  from  the  Planning  Commis¬ 
sion  .  Since  this  is  the  second-largest 
covered  facility  in  the  City  making 
it  an  ideal  site  for  exhibitions  and 
small  conventions,  just  the  over¬ 
flow  from  fully-booked  Moscone 
Center  should  result  in  good  de¬ 
mand  for  Waterfront  Promotions 
and  long  overdue  added  lease  rev¬ 
enues  for  the  Port. 
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Ferry  Building 

More  good  news:  The  Port  plans 
to  seek  Federal  and  state  funding  for 
the  restoration  and  seismic  upgrad¬ 
ing  of  the  historic  Ferry  Building 
(nee  “Union  Ferry  Depot”),  which 
is  San  Francisco  Landmark  No.  90 
and  also  listed  on  the  National  Reg¬ 
ister  of  Flistoric  Landmarks.  Under 
provisions  of  the  Intermodal  Sur¬ 
face  Transportation  Efficiency  Act 
of  199 1  (referred  to  as  ‘  ‘Iced  Tea”) 
there  are  more  than  $200  million 
allocated  to  California  over  a  six- 
year  period  for  transportation  en¬ 
hancement  projects  that  are  envi¬ 
ronmentally  sound  and  provide 
maximum  benefit  to  die  public. 

The  restoration  of  the  Ferry  B  ui  Id- 
ing  qualifies  as  a  “rehabilitation  of 
historic  transportation  buildings,” 
one  of  the  10  criteria  for  eligibility. 
TheCalifomiaTransportation  Com¬ 
mission  will  select  winning  projects 
based  upon  regional  and  commu¬ 
nity  enhancement  and  cost-effec¬ 
tiveness.  The  Port  plans  to  request 
$500,000  for  a  terminal  study  in  the 
first  phase  of  accelerated  ‘  ‘Iced  Tea” 
funds  allocation  process  and  as  much 
as  $40  million  for  actual  restoration 
work  in  the  second  round.  Matching 
funds  accounting  for  about  12%  of 
the  total  cost  would  come  from  the 
state  Proposition  1 16  rail  bonds  pro¬ 
ceeds. 


The  Port  will  also  be  seeking  $7 
million  “Iced  Tea”  funds  for  deep¬ 
ening  the  Potrero  Hill  railroad  tun¬ 
nel  to  allow  double-stacked  con¬ 
tainer  railroad  cars,  a  long  delayed 
project  that  is  vital  to  the  Port’s 
competitive  survival. 

Port  Design  Exhibit 

An  international  design  compe¬ 
tition  for  the  San  Francisco  water¬ 
front,  “Call  for  Vision,”  was  re¬ 
cently  sponsored  by  the  Center  for 
Critical  Architecture/2  AES.  The 
winning  proposals  and  a  selection 
from  die  more  than  200  entries  are 
being  exhibited  at  the  Bay  Front 
Gallery  in  Fort  Mason. 

Embarcadero  Open  Space 
A  joint  hearing  of  the  City  Plan¬ 
ning  Commission  and  the  Recre¬ 
ation  and  Park  Commission  will  be 
held  March  22  to  consider  allocat¬ 
ing  $800,000  from  the  Downtown 
Open  Space  Fund  for  completion  of 
the  preliminary  design  development 
on  die  Mid-Embarcadero  Roadway 
Project  in  front  of  die  Ferry  Build¬ 
ing.  Contact  Linda  Avery  (558- 
6414)  for  time  and  location,  if  you 
would  like  to  give  public  comment. 
Last  mondi  die  Citizens  Advisory 
Committee  for  diis  project  received 
Boris  Dramov’s  ROMA  Design 
Group’s  Final  Report  on  die  con¬ 
ceptual  urban  design  recommenda¬ 


tions  developed  during  Phase  I  of 
the  project. 

Fish  at  Pier  45 

The  Port  (with  kudos  to  Repre¬ 
sentative  Nancy  Pelosi)  has  obtained 
a  $250,000  grant  from  the  National 
Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Admin¬ 
istration  for  a  consultant  to  analyse 
die  feasibility  of  a  fisheries  and 
environmental  research  center  at 
the  north  end  of  Pier  45 .  This  would 
be  part  of  the  Port’ s  Seafood  Center 
Project,  which  is  still  needs  funding 
for  a  new  88-berth  fishing  boat  pier 
at  die  foot  of  Hyde  Street  and  other 
improvements  at  Pier  45.  The  Port 
will  seek  competitive  consultant 
proposals  later  this  month. 

Port  Fund  Feed 

On  Thursday,  March  5,  Friends 
of  the  Port  will  hold  their  annual 
fundraising  dinner  at  Delancey 
Street  on  the  Embarcadero.  Port 
Executive  Director  Michael  Huerta 
will  give  a  short  presentation  on  the 
“state  of  the  Port,”  and  there  will 
be  models  of  the  various  develop¬ 
ment  projects  along  the  waterfront 
on  display.  Tickets  are  a  tax-de¬ 
ductible  $100  each.  Proceeds  will 
be  used  to  sponsor  the  popular  Bay 
cruises  of  the  Port  facilities  and 
educational  lectures  series.  Call 
Debbie  Kilday  at  FOP  for  tickets  at 
673-3879. 
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Fisherman 's  Wharf  Pedestrian  Improvements 


Pier  41 


by  Bob  Tibbits 


Proposed  Improvement  sites  in  Fisherman 's  Wharf  Central  Area 

©  '93  John  Lund  Kriken,  FA1A 


Attlie  forty-fourth  meeting  (since 
1985!)  of  the  broadly-based 
Fisherman's  Wharf  Citizen's  Advi¬ 
sory  Committee  (FWCAC),  yet 
seemingly  orphaned  civic  group,  a 
final  proposal  for  pedestrian  im¬ 
provements  in  the  central  area  of 
Fisherman’s  Wharf  known  as  “the 
Triangle”  was  unanimously 
adopted  for  inclusion  in  the  draft 
Area  Plan.  This  “no-man’s  land” 
between  Jefferson  andTaylor  Streets 
and  the  Embarcadero  is  dominated 
by  a  surface  area  parking  lot.  “So 
complete  is  the  break  in  pedestrian 
continuity,”  noted  John  Lund 
Kriken,  FAIA,  who  presented  his 
low-cost  expedient  proposal  to  the 
committee  in  December,  “that  the 
total  wharf  area  is  divided  into  two 
parts:  the  east  with  Pier  39  and  the 
west  with  the  rest  of  the  Wharf  s 
tourist  destinations.” 


Kriken’ s  modest  attempt  to  sal¬ 
vage  something  positive  in  light  of 
die  area’s  odierwise  historic  resis¬ 
tance  to  change  and  die  lack  of  any 
financial  sponsorship  is  commend¬ 
able.  RodFreebaim-Smith,  Co-chair 
of  die  THD  Waterfront  Committee 
and  charter  member  of  the  FWCAC, 
diough  supportive  of  die  reduced 
initial  program,  laments  the  “low 
level  of  our  current  political  ambi¬ 
tion  and  will.” 

Earlier  plans  to  construct  a  $19 
million  750-space  underground  ga¬ 
rage  in  die  Triangle  as  die  center- 
piece  of  a  five-year  “Balanced 
Development  Program”  were 
scrapped  in  1991  in  a  turf  battle 
between  the  Port  and  the  Redevel¬ 
opment  Agency.  Odier  elements  of 
this  visionary,  albeit  grandiose  pro¬ 
posal  included  $8  million  of  water¬ 
front  edge  improvements,  $7.5  mil¬ 
lion  for  a  waterfront  plaza  in  die 


Triangle  area  and  $8  million 
streetscape,  signage  and  street  im¬ 
provements.  At  full  operation,  the 
underground  garage  was  expected 
to  generate  $460,000  a  year  in  park¬ 
ing  taxes  to  die  City’s  coffers,  com¬ 
pared  to  the  $300,000  die  Port  re¬ 
ceives  from  30-day  license  of  the 
surface  parking  lot  to  the 
Fisherman’s  Wharf  Restaurant  As¬ 
sociation.  The  plan  failed  to  take 
into  account  Port  costs  associated 
widi  buy-outs  of  Nuncio  Alioto’s 
remaining  40  years  of  leasehold  on 
the  southwest  comer  and  Ken 
Burger’s  Franciscan  Parking  lot 
leasehold  along  die  northern  edge 
of  the  Triangle  which  runs  to  2036.) 

Kriken ’  s  plan  calls  for  incremen¬ 
tal  development  in  seven  stages  as 
funds  become  available.  When  com¬ 
plete,  diese  improvements  will  cre¬ 
ate  uninterrupted  pleasant  pedes- 


Fisherman's  Wharf... 
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North  Beach  Festival  Changes  for  ‘93 

by  Marsha  Garland 


trian  pathways  along  the  water’s 
edge,  and  widened  sidewalks  adja¬ 
cent  to  the  Embarcadero  roadway 
and  Jefferson  Street,  but  would  not 
conflict  with  any  features  of  the 
FWCAC’s  Area  Plan,  he  empha¬ 
sized.  A  ‘  ‘break  through”  of  Mason 
Street  to  the  Embarcadero  would 
ease  the  visitor  and  commercial  fish 
processing  traffic  access  to  Pier  45. 
Much  of  the  fish  distribution  activ¬ 
ity,  presently  conducted  on  Jefferson 
Street  in  the  early  morning  hours, 
will  eventually  be  relocated  to  Pier 
45  after  its  extensive  earthquake 
damage  has  been  repaired.  Elimi¬ 
nation  of  some  parking  spaces  in 
favor  of  pedestrian  walkways  would 
be  mollified  by  future  availability 
of  new  parking  in  Shed  C  on  Pier  45 . 

“These  are  simple,  inexpensive 
improvements  that  are  necessary 
for  the  Wharf  s continued  success,” 
Kriken  maintains.  “We  should  not 
wait  on  these  beginning  steps  in 
anticipation  of  a  larger  scale, 
‘grander’  project  that  may  take  a 
decade  or  more  to  implement.” 
Although  a  partner  in  Skidmore, 
Owings  and  Merrill,  the  architec¬ 
tural  firm  that  was  instrumental  in 
creating  the  other  urban  design  ele¬ 
ments  for  the  Area  Plan,  he  has  been 
donating  his  considerable  design 
skills  to  the  committee  for  this 
project  on  a  “pro  bono  publico” 
basis. 

Meanwhile,  the  Port  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  sensing  some  opportunities 
for  Federal  assistance  under  the  new 
Administration,  has  submitted  a  list 
of  infrastructure  projects,  including 
Kriken’s  overall  plan,  that  could  be 
implemented  on  short  notice  to 
CalTrans,  the  agency  that  would  be 
responsible  for  administering  any 
Clinton  job-creation  programs.  Joe 
Wyman,  in  the  Port’s  Planning  Sec- 


After  months  of  interviews  and 
negotiations,  the  North  Beach 
Chamber  of  Commerce  has  selected 
a  new  festival  producer  for  the  up¬ 
coming  event.  Festival  Productions 
was  selected  after  the  Chamber’s 
Festival  Committee,  headed  by 
Hanna  Suleiman  of  Caffe  Greco, 
met  with  several  contenders.  Festi¬ 
val  Productions  credits  include  the 
very  successful  annual  Menlo  Park 
Fair. 


tion,  is  also  preparing  a  specific 
grant  request  for  $7  million  from 
the  Intermodal  Surface  Transporta¬ 
tion  Efficiency  Act’s  transportation 
enhancement  activities  program  to 
fund  Kriken’s  pedestrian  improve¬ 
ment  project. 

And  Eva  Fieberman,  who  has 
been  sheparding  the  Area  Plan  in 
the  Department  of  City  Planning 
since  it  got  under  way  eight  years 
ago,  reports  that  the  finalized 
Fisherman’s  Wharf  Area  Plan,  in¬ 
cluding  the  proposed  pedestrian  im¬ 
provements,  will  be  completed  by 
the  end  of  this  month.  Her  depart¬ 
ment  has  also  taken  up  the  task  of 
completing  the  Environmental  Im¬ 
pact  Report  originally  begun  by  the 
Redevelopment  Agency  and  is 
scheduled  to  present  bodi  the  Area 
Plan  and  EIR  to  the  Planning  Com¬ 
mission  for  approval  as  a  policy 
document  in  June.  Should  any  Fed¬ 
eral  assistance  be  forthcoming,  she 
felt  confident  there  would  be  no 
planning  code  obstacles  standing  in 
the  way  of  implimenting  these  pe¬ 
destrian  improvements  forthwith. 


The  1993  North  Beach  Festival 
has  been  cut  back  to  a  two-day  event 
and  will  reintroduce  some  arts  and 
crafts,  which  will  be  juried  in  order 
to  maintain  quality  and  originality. 
More  children’s  events  are  planned 
for  Washington  Square  such  as  a 
petting  zoo,  Venetian  mask  paint¬ 
ing,  as  well  as  espresso  bean  bag 
races  and  a  modernized  version  of 
the  Medieval  egg  and  spoon  race. 

It  is  also  hoped  that  there  will  be 
wider  neighborhood  involvement 
with  such  organizations  as  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  Dwellers,  North  Beach 
Neighbors  and  Self-Help  for  the 
Elderly  participating. 

Although  the  emphasis  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  on  the  Italian  flavor  of 
North  Beach,  the  Festival  will  by  no 
means  be  restricted  to  that.  Musi¬ 
cians  already  being  considered  in¬ 
clude  the  Cafe  Babar  Jug  Band, 
Inkari  (the  Peruvian  folk  group), 
Eos  Pinky  s,  a  Tex-Mex  band.  Those 
Dam  Accordions!,  and  the  wonder¬ 
ful  North  Beach  jazz  singer,  Kitty 
Margolis.  It  is  hoped  that  Commedia 
Tutti  Frutti  and  Barbary  Coast 
swashbuckler  J.  R.  Beardsley  will 
be  booked  for  return  engagements. 

North  Beach  artists  invented  the 
concept  of  an  urban  street  fair  39 
years  ago  and,  despite  complex  regu¬ 
lations  imposed  by  city,  state  and 
national  government,  the  North 
Beach  Chamber  of  Commerce  is 
striving  to  make  the  North  Beach 
Festival  one  of  the  state’s  premier 
events.  Representatives  from  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  Dwellers  and  North  Beach 
Neighbors  are  on  the  Steering  Com¬ 
mittee. 
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Alta  Street  One  Year  Later ; 


by  Diana  Gaynor 

The  lovely  old  Art  Deco  apart¬ 
ment  building  is  long  gone  and  scars 
left  on  the  cliff  by  its  passing  are 
covered  with  an  ugly  concrete  ban¬ 
dage.  The  tenants  have  scattered  to 
the  four  winds,  and  rumor  has  it  that 
the  landlord  left  the  country. 

The  February  rains  wash  away 
soil  and  fragmented  shale  as  crews 
from  the  Soils  Engineering  Com¬ 
pany  work  to  stabilize  the  cliff.  It  is 
a  monumental  project,  but  neigh¬ 
bors  still  living  on  lower  Alta  con¬ 
sider  the  recovery  and  rebuilding 
efforts  nothing  short  of  miraculous. 

Ken  Maley  lives  at  number  34, 
right  on  the  edge  of  the  damaged 
area.  “Soils  Engineering  has  been 
meticulous  in  the  continuing  demo¬ 
lition,”  says  Maley.  “They  use 
‘soft’  jackhammers  and  the  process 
is  very  much  like  precision  dental 
work.” 

A  chain  link  fence  now  cordons 
off  the  end  of  Alta  Street  where  a 
large  platform  has  been  built  to 
distribute  the  weight  of  heavy  equip¬ 
ment  and  provide  a  place  to  work 
from.  To  support  it,  piers  were  sunk 
deep  into  the  rock  and  the  holes 
filled  with  concrete.  “It  looked  like 
a  space  platform  when  it  first  went 
up,”  says  Maley.  Thick  metal  rods 
are  being  driven  deep  into  tdie  cliff 
to  stabilize  it,  and  Maley  calls  the 
relentless  pounding  of  the  jackham¬ 
mers  which  begins  right  next  to  his 
bedroom  window  at  7:00  every 
morning  “the  wakeup  call  from 
hell.” 

The  good  news  is  that  the  end  of 
Alta  Street  is  being  carefully  recon¬ 
structed  to  look  like  it  did  before  last 
February’s  landslides.  Even  the 


Living  on  the  Edge 


1930’s  retain¬ 
ing  wall  that 
made  headlines! 
when  it  toppled 
down  the  cliff  , 
last  year  is  be-  [ 
ing  recreated. 

All  the  neighbors 
are  happy  about 
that. 

Jane  Barrett, 
who  lives  just 
across  the  street  j 
from  the  worst: 
of  the  construc¬ 
tion,  echoes  a 
prevailing  senti¬ 
ment.  “The  crews  are  doing  a 
magnificent  job,”  she  says,  “and 
the  men  have  been  so  nice  to  the 
people  of  Alta  Street.  Through  it 
all,  the  City  has  listened  to  our 
concerns  and  kept  people  in¬ 
formed.”  Barrett  dealt  with  the 
nonstop  barrage  of  noise  and  dust 
by  “...visiting  all  of  my  relatives 
this  past  year.” 

Longtime  Alta  Street  resident 
Steve  Hord  says  he  just  plugs  along 
and  doesn’ t  let  himself  be  thrown  by 
what  he  considers  minor  inconve¬ 
niences.  Hord  says  the  attitude  of 
the  City  regarding  the  seriously  lim¬ 
ited  parking  situation  has  been 
“...good  enough  for  them  to  be 
thanked.”  In  odier  words,  if  you’re 
a  resident  you  might  get  away  with 
minor  parking  infractions  for  a  short 
time,  but  if  you  don’t  live  on  lower 
Alta  Street,  don’t  even  think  about 
parking  there! 

Some  residents  like  Jimmy  and 
Laurel  Lyons,  who  lived  on  Alta 


Street  for  many  years,  evidently 
found  all  the  trauma  and  turmoil  too 
much  to  deal  wi th.  They’ve  moved 
away. 

Others  of  us  can’t  wait  to  return. 
If  the  real  estate  gods  smile  and  I 
have  a  profitable  year,  the  first  thing 
I’ll  do  is  come  home  to  the  eastern 
edge  of  the  hill. 

In  general,  the  residents  of  lower 
Alta  have  managed  to  adapt  to 
changing  conditions  and  cope  ad- 
f  mirably  during  their  year  in  hell.  If 
*  parking  has  gone  from  bad  to  worse 
and  die  once  quiet  little  cul  de  sac 
has  been  overrun  by  workmen  and 
tourists,  so  be  it.  The  cliff  is  hold¬ 
ing  and  people  are  back  in  their 
homes  resuming  their  lives. 

Ken  Maley  was  evacuated  briefly 
during  the  worst  of  the  demolition, 
but  says  he  just  sneaked  back  in  at 
night.  “Even  during  the  worst  of 
it,”  he  says,  “I  had  no  thought  of 
moving  away.” 

Jane  Barrett  is  philosophical 
aboutevery  thing  that  has  happened. 
“That’s  just  Nature’s  way,”  she 
says,  “it  hits  us  hard  and  we  have  to 
live  with  it.” 

There  is  an  almost  cheerful  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  reality  among  residents, 
an  unwillingness  to  give  in  to  anger 
or  self-pity.  I  ask  a  rocker  named 
Prairie,  drummer  for  The  Tubes  and 
Starship,  if  he’s  worried  the  cliff 
will  let  go  again. 

“Nuthin’  scares  me,”  Prairie 
says  laconically.  Then  he  fires  up 
his  battered  black  Mustang  and  heads 
off  to  another  gig,  or  wherever. 

And  it’s  just  another  Saturday  on 
Alta  Street,  one  year  later... 
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Classic  Telegraph  Hill  Food  From  Milan: 

Risotto  alia  Milanese  &  Chicken  Brests  Milanese 

by  Rozell  Overmire 


Tom  and  Mary 
Cara  have  lived 
on  Telegraph  Hill 
‘  ‘forever. ’  ’ 
Tom’s  store  on 
Pacific  not  only 
sells  home 
espresso  ma¬ 
chines  but  an  ar¬ 
ray  of  cooking 
tools  and  imple¬ 
ments.  An  article 
in  the  S.F.  Sun¬ 
day  Examiner  and 
Chronicle,  Febru¬ 
ary  15,  1970, 
shows  Tom  sur¬ 
rounded  by  an 
impressive  dis¬ 
play  of  copper 
pots  and  pans,  fill¬ 
ing  a  polenta  ring 
with  his  Chicken 
Cacciatore.  Here 
are  two  of  his  reci¬ 
pes  donated  by 
Virginia 
Sletteland  during 
the  cookbook 
project  in  1988. 
Mary  Cara  died 
two  years  ago  but 
her  recipes  live 
on! 
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\  RISOTTO  ALLA  MILANESE 

-  1/2  cube  butter  1  c.  grated  Parmesan  cheese 

1/2  c.  minced  onion  3  c.  hot  chicken  broth 

1/2  c.  mixture  of  Cognac  &  white  wine  1  ^P-  sa't 

m  1  c.  Italian  Aborio  rice  3  good  pinches  of  pepper 


Saute  onion  in  melted  butter.  When  semi-golden  add  rice  and  mix  thoroughly.  Add  salt,  pepper, 
Cognac  and  white  wine.  With  a  wooden  ladle  keep  stirring  until  all  the  rice  is  coated.  Add  enough  of  the 
hot  chicken  broth  to  completely  cover  the  rice,  and  as  the  rice  cooks  keep  adding  enough  hot  broth  to  keep 
it  completely  covered.  After  about  20  or  25  minutes,  taste  the  rice  to  see  if  it  is  cooked  “al  dente.” 
Milanese  risotto  should  be  served  not  bone  dry,  but  moist.  When  it  is  cooked  ‘  ‘al  dente’  ’  and  there  is  too 
much  broth  left,  drain  off  some  of  the  broth.  Then  mix  in  2  tbsp.  of  grated  Parmesan  cheese  and  serve. 


Place  a  sufficient  amount  of  the  grated  cheese  on  the  table  so  each  person  can  top  his  serving  with  more 
grated  cheese. 

P.S.  The  Cognac  and  wine  is  a  good  substitute  for  Italian  Saffron,  which  is  so  expensive  now.  You 
could  also  use  1/2  c.  of  champagne  in  place  of  the  wine  and  Cognac. 


THD  RECIPE  CARD 


1 


J 


F  CHICKEN  BREASTS  MILANESE  ' 

6  whole  chicken  breasts  (12)  halves  2  large  eggs 

I  6  slices  (thinly  sliced)  of  prosciutto  or  boiled  ham  6  rolled  anchovies 

1/2  cube  butter  1  lemon 

Parsley,  flour,  bread  crumbs,  Tabasco  sauce,  olive  oil,  salt  and  pepper. 

(The  Cara  children  disliked  the  salty  anchovies  and  this  ingredient  was  left  out  for  them.) 


k 


Put  out  all  the  ingredients  and  read  the  recipe. 

Pound  each  breast  lightly  between  2  sheets  of  wax  paper,  being  careful  not  to  split  them.  Lift  paper  and 
fold  flesh  sides  in  so  as  to  form  a  rectangle  and  then  pound  lightly  trying  to  keep  the  breasts  uniform  in  shape 
and  size. 

Coat  each  slice  of  ham  with  2  drops  of  Tabasco  sauce  and  finely  chopped  anchovies.  Lay  one  ham  slice 
over  each  breast.  Cover  this  breast  with  another  pounded  breast  and  lightly  pound  the  edges  to  seal  them. 

Using  a  dinner  fork,  beat  the  2  eggs  with  1  tbsp.  of  water  in  a  soup  plate  and  add  a  little  salt  and  pepper. 
Put  about  1/2  c.  of  flour  on  a  dinner  plate  and  2  c.  of  bread  crumbs  on  another  dinner  plate.  Pass  the 
‘  ‘billfold’  ’  breast  in  the  flour,  coat  them  thoroughly,  then  dip  them  into  the  beaten  egg,  lift  and  allow  to  drip, 
then  coat  them  on  both  sides  in  the  bread  crumbs.  Dip  them  again  into  the  egg  mixture  for  the  second  time 
and  again  into  the  bread  crumbs.  Press  the  crumbs  down  lightly  with  the  palm  of  your  hand  to  secure  the 
coating  of  both  sides  of  the  “billfold.” 

In  a  large  enough  fry  pan,  melt  the  butter  with  2  tbsp.  of  oil,  then  fry  the  “billfolds”  over  moderate 
heat.  Turn  them  carefully  after  about  8  minutes  to  cook  the  other  side.  Add  more  butter  if  needed. 
Check  while  frying  so  they  are  not  overdone.  THD  RECIPE  CARD 


J 
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UC  Wants  THD  Archives 


by  Judith  Robinson 

The  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers’ 
historical  archives  will  be  stored  in 
permanent  collection  at  the  presti¬ 
gious  Bancroft  Library  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  California,  Berkeley  fol¬ 
lowing  action  by  the  THD  Board 
February  9,  1993. 

Since  its  founding  in  1954  the 
Dwellers  have  had  no  place  to  house 
a  growing  collection  of  its  records. 
They  were  gathered  together  in  re¬ 
cent  years  and  organized  by  mem¬ 
ber  Rhoda  Robinson,  who  has  main¬ 
tained  them  in  her  residence.  The 
Bancroft  Library,  contacted  by 
Judith  Robinson,  expressed  interest 
in  receiving  the  TIJD  collection, 
which  will  complement  archives 
from  other  community  groups  now 
housed  at  the  library.  The  Bancroft 
collection,  started  in  the  days  of 
Gold  Rush  San  Francisco  by  H.  H. 
Bancroft  to  record  the  development 
of  the  West,  survived  the  1 906  earth¬ 
quake  and  fire  and  was  transferred 
subsequently  to  the  university.  It  is 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  preemi¬ 
nent  collections  of  western  Ameri¬ 
can  history  in  the  world  including 
the  Mark  Twain  papers. 

The  Dwellers’  collection  in¬ 
cludes  every  “Semaphore”  pub¬ 
lished  from  the  outset,  board  min¬ 
utes  and  correspondence  from  die 
group’s  nearly  40  years  of  activity. 
Such  records  are  valuable  histori¬ 
cally  for  their  information  on  city, 
local  and  other  issues  dealt  with  by 
the  community.  They  will  be  per¬ 
manently  protected  in  a  safe  and 
preserved  condition  for  use  by  fu¬ 
ture  historians  and  political  scien¬ 
tists  as  well  as  THD  members. 


The  papers  will  be  donated  to 
die  library  and  accessible  to  die 
public,  free  of  charge,  on  die  Berke¬ 
ley  campus.  The  THD  board  will 
retain  recent  papers  and  plan  for 
their  regular  transfer  in  the  future. 

Bancroft’s  interest  in  the  THD 
papers  opens  the  way  for  contribu¬ 
tions  by  other  THD  members  and 
neighborhood  activists  who  may 
have  pertinent  historical  documents 
that  would  augment  the  THD  col¬ 
lection.  Anyone  interested  in  dis¬ 
cussing  the  transfer  of  papers  to 
Bancroft  should  contact  Dr.  Bonnie 
Hardwick,  Head,  Manuscripts  Di¬ 
vision,  The  Bancroft  Library,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  California,  Berkeley,  CA. 
94720,510-643-8153. 

Make  Saturday 
Book  Day 

by  Sue  Cauthen 

The  North  Beach  Library  will  be 
open  on  Saturday  afternoons  be¬ 
tween  now  and  June  5  as  an  experi¬ 
ment.  For  years,  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers  has  advocated  that  the 
North  Beach  library  stay  open  Sat¬ 
urdays  but  could  never  pry  funds 
loose  from  City  Hall. 

This  year  die  library  administra¬ 
tion  decided  to  use  its  share  of  funds 
for  children's  services  earmarked 
by  the  recently  passed  Coleman 
Amendment,  to  keep  North  Beach, 
Glen  Park  and  Park  libraries  open 
on  Saturday.  It  is  important  that  the 
community  know  the  library  is  open 
so  that  patronage  will  be  seen  as 
high  during  this  trial  run.  Tell  your 
friends 


BLANCHE  STREETER 


SPECIALIST  IN 
Telegraph  Hill,  Russian  Hill,  & 
North  Beach  Properties 
1892  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
(415)  921-5555 
Residence  (415)  673-7483 
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Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe 
Almost  A  Landmark 

by  Patricia  Cady 

On  January  20,  advocates  for  acquisition  of  land¬ 
mark  status  for  this  Spanish-colonial  style  church  at 
908  Broadway  presented  a  strong  case  to  the  Land¬ 
marks  Preservation  Advisory  Board. 

Despite  a  blustery  day,  there  was  a  good  turnout  of 
speakers,  historians,  architects  and  artists  (including 
the  niece  of  the  Italian  painter  Luigi  Brusatori,  creator 
of  the  church’s  1912  interior  murals),  plus  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Hispanic,  Italian,  and  Philippine  communi¬ 
ties. 

Judy  Fink  made  an  eloquent  presentation  for  THD, 
as  did  Joe  Butler  for  Russian  Hill  Neighbors.  We 
provided  letters  of  endorsement  from  June  Fraps  and 
officers  of  other  neighborhood  organizations,  and  1,300 
petition  signatures,  many  of  them  collected  by  long¬ 
time  THD  member,  Helen  Hanna. 

In  March  the  Board  will  announce  its  decision. 
Because  we  expect  it  to  be  favorable,  we’re  gearing  up 
for  the  next  step,  a  presentation  to  the  Planning  Com¬ 
mission.  We’ve  received  letters  of  support  from  resi¬ 
dents  and  we  need  more,  especially  from  North  Beach 
merchants  and  businessmen  who  believe  that  loss  of 
this  1875  church  would  permanently  degrade  the  busi¬ 
ness  climate,  aesthetics  and  history  of  our  neighbor¬ 
hood. 

To  have  a  say  in  this  matter,  write  to  Lucian  Blazej, 
Director,  City  Planning  Department,  450  McAllister, 
SF  94102.  Or  call  me  at  397-2175,  and  I’ll  make  sure 
your  message  is  delivered. 


Committee  Chairs  1992-1993 


Betty  Kemper  (Board)296-8190 
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Pat  Lorentzen  (Board)781-0456 
Tricia  Brown  433-1827 

1456  Kearny  St. 

Mia  Morrill  (Board)  982-4850 
Judy  Fink  986-3945 

34 1  Lombard  St. 

Maria  Pimentell  392-0441 
41 1 A  Greenwich  SL 
Betty  Kemper  (Board)296-8190 
Jim  Miller  (Board)  956-7848 
Sue  Cauthen  391-0737 

132 IB  Montgomery  St. 

Nancy  Katz  (On  Leave) 

2  Whiting  986-1890 
Gerald  Hurtado  (Board) 

788-7723 

Michael  Marsh  982-7359 
48  Darrell  Place 
Jim  Valenti  (Board)  398-0076 
Jordan  Rosenberg  (Board) 

788-5338 

Clyde  Steiner  (Board)  398-8093 
Steve  Hord  781-1117 

50  Alta  Street 

Jarilyn  Cerruti  (Board)421-3820 
Bob  Tibbits  (Board)  986-7227 
Rod  Freebairn-Smith  (Board) 

398-4094 


Branch  Contact  Persons  Needed  for  THD  Telephone  Tree 


by  Peter  Buxton 
THD  Crime  Committee 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Semaphore 
we  described  the  operation  of  a 
telephone  tree  to  alert  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  the  need  for  extra  caution 
when  there  is  a  problem  on  the  hill 
-  burglaries,  muggings  or  car  break- 
ins,  for  example. 


The  Crime  Committee  is  now 
approaching  members  throughout 
the  neighborhood,  looking  for  indi¬ 
viduals  to  act  as  branch  contacts  for 
their  block  or  area.  When  we  have 
confirmed  details  from  the  SF  Po¬ 
lice  Department  of  a  particular 
problem  in  a  particular  area,  Pat 
Lorentzen  will  call  the  branch  con¬ 


tact  for  that  block  or  street  who  will 
then  pass  on  the  information  to  his 
or  her  neighbors  in  the  area  of  con¬ 
cern. 

Remember,  accurate  information 
creates  awareness;  and  awareness  is 
our  best  defense  against  crime.  If 
you  wish  to  participate  in  the  project, 
please  call  Pat  at  781-0456. 


Issue  Number  123  Mar.  1993-  Page  No  20 


Historian ’s  Report 

by  Cheryl  Bentley 

The  September,  1962,  Bulletin  reported  that  the 
underground  wiring  program  was  under  way.  The  first 
part  of  the  five-stage  program  encompassed  Lombard 
from  Columbus  to  Telegraph  Hill  Blvd.  The  project 
was  scheduled  for  completion  in  1964. 

THD  was  embarking  on  plans  to  replace  the  un¬ 
sightly  poles  with  trees. 

Probably  THD’s  Frieda  Klussman  would  not  have 
predicted  the  many  years  and  battles  that  would  follow 
her  admonishment  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  4  ‘do 
what  should  be  done-tear  down  the  Embarcadero 
Freeway.”  In  two  editorials  the  Chronicle  backed 
Klussman. 

In  what  was  becoming  a  rite  of  spring  die  Hill 
celebrated  its  seventh  annual  Peach  Blossom  Festival 
on  upper  Montgomery.  The  Queen  of  the  Peach 
Blossoms  was  crowned  and  a  proclamation  read  noting 
that  the  city  of  Saint  Francis  always  greets  such  bless¬ 
ings  as  peach  blossoms  with  pomp  and  ceremony. 

The  Bulletin  also  gently  nudged  THDers  to  cough  up 
the  mighty  sum  of  $1.00  for  annual  dues. 


HEARTLAND  FUNDS 


STEPHEN  Y.  HORD 
INVESTMENT  COUNSELOR 


(415)781-1117  CALIFORNIA  SECURITIES  CORP. 

1-800-443-0884  50  ALTA  STREET 

(4 1 5)  39 1  -5039  FAX  SAN  FRANCISCO ,  C A  94 1 33 


HEARTLAND  VALUE  FUND  (NO  LOAD) 

1991  TOTAL  RETURN  +  49.35% 

1992  TOTAL  RETURN  +  42.48% 

P/E  STILL  LESS  THAN  14X# 
‘BARRONS  FEB.  8,  1993 


There’ s  a  quick,  easy,  inexpensive  way  to  copy  those 
treasured  old  black  and  white  photographs  from  your 
family  album,  for  which  negatives  are  long  gone. 

Joe  Gigliotti  of  L.C.  Litlio  &  Graphic,  on  Vallejo  can 
make  an  excellent  large  area  Xerox  of  single  or 
multiple  photos,  in  a  minute,  usually  while  they ’re  still 
mounted  in  the  album. 

On  a  recent  visit  to  his  mother  in  the  Midwest  he 
delighted  her  by  Xeroxing  a  collection  of  vintage 
family  photographs  for  a  display  on  her  hallway  walls. 
Her  neighbors  loved  it 
Sincerely, 

Maij  Glover 
421-0898 

Thank  you  THD.: 

In  mid-November,  I  had  an  operation  for  lung 
cancer.  The  surgery  was  very  successful  -  they  got  it 
all  -  no  further  treatment  will  be  necessary.  (Aren’t 
those  wonderful  words?)  In  spite  of  the  long,  painful 
recovery,  there  is  much  elation  in  the  air,  celebrating 
just  being  alive.  How  can  I  say  thank  you  enough  to  all 
our  friends  in  the  THD  who  sent  cards,  letters  and 
flowers  to  cheer  up  my  recovery.  They  really  helped 
to  speed  me  on  my  way.  A  very  special  thanks  to  Herb 
Kosovitz  and  Gerald  Hurtado  for  taking  over  my  duties 
on  the  Parking  and  Traffic  Committee  so  ably,  and 
keeping  the  ship  sailing  smoothly. 

Many  thanks  to  everyone.  I’ll  be  back  soon  and 
raring  to  go. 

Fondly, 

Nancy  Katz 


Seal  Car  Wash  &  Service  Station 


By  Bob  Tibbits 

Despite  objections  raised  by  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  San  Francisco  To¬ 
morrow  and  the  THD,  the  Port  Com¬ 
mission  approved  a  five-year  lease 
to  Mr.  Kenneth  Burger,  the  operator 
of  the  Seal  Car  Wash  and  service 
station  on  Seawall  Lot  314  at  the 
foot  of  Bay  Street  between  Kearny 
Street  and  the  Embarcadero. 

SFT  Director  Peter  Moylan,  who 
also  serves  on  the  Waterfront  Plan 
Advisory  Board  that  is  currently 
considering  new  designations  for 
land  use  of  all  Port  property,  pointed 
out  that  continued  operation  of  the 
service  station  would  likely  be  in 
conflict  with  the  board’s  recom¬ 
mendation  for  this  site.  ‘  ‘This  is  one 
of  the  most  valuable  pieces  of  Port 
property,”  the  THD  spokesman  re¬ 
minded  the  commission.  ‘‘Pump¬ 


ing  gasoline  and  washing  and  park¬ 
ing  cars  is  not  its  highest  and  best 
use.”  Moreover,  he  pointed  out  the 
Fisherman’s  Wharf  Citizens  Advi¬ 
sory  Committee  draft  Area  Plan  does 
not  permit  even  conditional  use  of 
such  land  for  this  activity. 

Burger,  who  has  controlled  this 
property  since  1972,  has  had  a 
“sweetheart”  deal;  instead  of  pay¬ 
ing  percentage  rents  based  on  gaso¬ 
line  sales,  he  paid  a  constant  1.75 
cents  per  gallon  (about  1 .5%  at  cur¬ 
rent  prices).  As  the  price  per  gallon 
soared  over  the  past  20  years,  the 
Port  received  less  and  less  in  terms 
of  percentage  rents  and  Burger 
mined  a  bonanza.  The  revised  lease 
contract  contains  rents  based  on 
fixed  percentages  of  various  rev¬ 
enue  sources,  ranging  from  15%  of 
gross  profits  from  gasoline  sales  to 
65%  of  parking  net  revenues. 


However,  the  Port  gratu¬ 
itously  will  give  Burger  a  $70,000 
rent  reduction  for  reimbursement  of 
“capital  improvements.”  The  car 
wash  is  being  moved  inland  to  pro¬ 
vide  space  for  construction  equip¬ 
ment  that  will  be  used  on  the  new 
Embarcadero  Roadway  Proj  ect,  and 
Muni  needs  five  feet  of  the  Kearny 
Street  frontage  for  bus-layovers.  But 
the  City  already  has  agreed  to  pay 
Burger  $185,000  for  these  inconve¬ 
niences! 

The  new  five-year  lease  will  keep 
this  “eyesore”  in  operation  well 
after  the  completion  of  the  new 
roadway.  Professing  he  knows  noth¬ 
ing  about  finance  but  likes  to  keep 
Port  tenants  happy  (Burger  owns 
and  operates  the  Franciscan  Restau¬ 
rant  and  parking  lot  at  Pier  43- 1/2), 
Commissioner  Jimmy  Herman  nev¬ 
ertheless  felt  that  lease  term  was 
reasonable  in  order  for  Burger  to 
recover  his  “investment.” 
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Victory  for  the  Broom  Brigade  Sf  nSR^ity 


by  Abby  Herget  and  Scott  Lewis 

On  Saturday  morning,  February 
20th,  over  25  dedicated  Telegraph 
Hill  Dwellers  took  to  the  streets  for 
another  quarterly  neighborhood 
sweep-up.  Working  in  teams  of  two 
or  three,  the  sweepers  cleaned  up 
some  of  the  dirtier  streets  around 
our  Hill  for  two  and  a  half  hours. 
The  neighborhood  thanks  the  fol¬ 
lowing  volunteers  for  donating  their 
valuable  Saturday  morning  time  and 
energy: 

Peter  Movolokos,  Diane  Howell, 
Lori  Viti,  Bob  Tibbits,  Dawn 
Bernhardt,  Clinton  Loftman,  Karen 
Fitzgerald,  Jim  Harrington,  Michael 
Steingraber,  Nan  Roth,  Nate  Roth, 
Jeanne  Mulligan,  Peter  DeWees, 
Fritz  Terplan,  Ken  Scudder,  Carole 
Wagner,  RodFreebaim-Smith,  Ann 
Lee,  Johnson  Use,  Angela  Cai,  Yue 
Chan  Nie,  Nick  Frank,  Denise 
Flaherty,  Jim  Miller,  Paul  Gottlober, 
June  Fraps,  and  Abby  Herget. 

Thanks  for  showing  your  neigh¬ 
borhood  pride,  community  spirit  and 
willingness  to  get  in  there  and  take 
real  action  against  litter. 

The  broom  crew  adjourned  to  the 
Malvina  Cafe  for  coffee  after  the 
clean  up... a  fun  end  to  a  productive 
morning. 

Our  Next  Clean-Up 

Our  next  THD  quarterly  clean¬ 
up  will  be  during  One  Neat  City 
Week  in  April  which  is  sponsored 
by  the  San  Francisco  Clean  City 


Coalition  (SFCCC).  The  clean-up 
will  be  either  Saturday,  April  17  or 
Saturday,  April  24.  Call  the  SFCCC 
for  more  details  about  the  next  THD 
clean-up  (553-2913). 

Working  To  Reduce  Litter 

The  amount  of  litter  picked  up 
off  our  streets  has  doubled  in  the  last 
ten  years,  from  10,000  to  20,000 
tons  per  year.  That’s  a  lot  of  trash! 
The  San  Francisco  Clean  City  Coa¬ 
lition  was  formed  in  response  to  this 
growing  tide  of  unsightly  litter.  The 
SFCCC  is  a  non-profit  organization 
made  up  of  volunteers  from  neigh¬ 
borhood  groups  (like  THD),  mer¬ 
chant  associations,  local  govern¬ 
ment,  non-profits,  major  corpora¬ 
tions  and  individuals.  The  SFCCC 
organizes  community  clean-ups, 
education  programs,  public  aware¬ 
ness  campaigns  and  advocates 
tougher  legislative  and  enforcement 
measures  for  litter  problems. 

The  SFCCC  and  the  Department 
of  Public  Works,  Bureau  of  Street 
Cleaning,  lends  us  the  brooms  and 
bags  and  picks  up  all  the  filled  bags 
of  garbage  after  the  clean-up.  A  few 
bags  were  missed  on  the  pick  up  this 
time  and  DPW  was  alerted. 

Some  Clean-Up  Tips 

If  each  of  us  picked  up  one  piece 
of  litter  a  day,  our  neighborhood 
would  look  a  lot  cleaner.  You  also 
send  a  good  signal  to  others  when 
you  stop  to  pick  up  some  litter. 


Keep  your  own  home  or  business 
clean.  Don’t  push  garbage  and  de¬ 
bris  into  the  street  —  sweep  up  the 
stuff. 

Don’t  post  flyers  on  the  light 
poles  around  the  neighborhood.  Try 
the  boards  at  local  businesses  or 
other  spots  that  allow  flyers. 

Call  the  San  Francisco  Clean 
City  Coalition  for  more  ideas  or 
more  information.  They  have  an 
awards  program  and  several  other 
special  activities. 

Get  out  there  and  push  a  broom  at 
the  next  THD  clean-up.  It’s  fun; 
you  get  to  meet  more  neighbors; 
and  you’ll  keep  the  Hill  looking 
good. 


♦  CUSTOM  CLOTHES 


By  Appointment 
(415)  989-8943 


-  ♦ - 

Fine  Soft  Leather  Goods 


CONSTRUCTION 

RESTORATIONS 

DESIGNS 

ADDITIONS 

OUR  SPECIALTY  IS  REMODLING 

•  Period  Styles 
•The  Unique 
•The  Elegant 
•Custom  Cabinets 
•Custom  Doors 

•  Custom  windows 

FINE  WORKMANSHIP 
PORTFOLIO  -  REFERENCES 

CHUCK  THOMAS  -  OWNER 

410  LOMBARD  STREET 
STATE  LICENCE  #484049 

415  -  677  -  9466 


Vahicia  <D.  Jlorertijen 


ADMINISTRATIVE  CONSULTANT 


435  Green  Street  no.  a 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIFORNIA  94133 
14.15)  731-0456 


£L  %orf/dori 

SPORTS  BAR 

*  GIANT  T.V. 

*  POOL  TABLES 

492  Broadway  434-2913 


EADERS 


Paula  Meaders  Kearn 

a  fette  fatzdc&ett 

Levi’s  Plaza 
1475  Sansome  St. 

San  Francisco,  Ca. 

94111 

781  8200  Validated  Parking  at  Levi  Plaza  Garage 


Home  Improvements 

Free  Estimates  and  Consultation 

David  T.  Purser 

1161  Kearny  Street 
San  Francisco.  Ca  94133 

Phone  415/397-7675 
Since  1979 


ArJnfJJ* 


The 

Italian 

Dining 

Experience 

in 

San  Francisco 


Valet  Parking  Banquets  up  to  200 
1512  Stockton  Street  (415)392-1700 


FRESH! 

Homemade  Pasta  & 
Fish  from  the 
Pacific 


mmm 


Serving  continuously  from  11:45  to  1:4Sam  Grant  and  Vallejo  Streets  (41S)  434-2248 
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Crazy  Charlie 

by  Marsha  Garland 


“Crazy  Charlie”  is  the  latest 
nickname  for  Charles  Anthony 
Rivezzo,  a  newly-arrived  Italian 
American  from  Little  Italy,  New 
York.  Now  fully-entrenched  in 
North  Beach,  Little  Italy  of  the  West, 
Charlie  is  just  beginning  to  hit  his 
stride.  In  case  you  haven’t  met  him 
yet,  “Crazy  Charlie”  is  the  owner 
of  the  new  and  very  popular 
Anthony’s  Seafood  Restaurant  at 
the  comer  of  Powell  and  Union, 
next  door  to  the  Washington  Square 
Bar  &  Grill. 

Anthony’s  is 
Charlie’s  12th  res¬ 
taurant.  The  last  was 
in  Anaheim.  If  you 
have  kids  or  are  a 
kid  at  heart,  you’ll 
know  the  place, 

Anthony’s  Pier  2 
Restaurant,  right 
across  the  street 
from  Disneyland’s 
frontdoor.  A  choice 
location,  a  very  suc¬ 
cessful  venture,  so 
successful  that 
Charlie  retired  to  the  quietand  quaint 
confines  of  Carmel-by-the-Sea. 

Well,  sort  of.  Charlie,  who  had 
been  in  the  restaurant  or  food  busi¬ 
ness  since  he  was  a  boy,  found 
Carmel  and  early  retirement  b-o-r- 
i-n-g.  With  an  unquenchable  thirst 
for  the  metropolitan  life,  Charlie, 
and  his  second  wife  Vickie,  moved 
to  the  Bay  Area.  On  that  very  day 
Vickie’s  doctors  confirmed  that  she 
and  Charlie  would  soon  be  the  par¬ 
ents  of  twins.  Charlie  has  two  grown 
daughters  by  a  previous  marriage. 


Recently  Vickie  gave  birth  to  yet 
another  Rivezzo,  Victor,  who 
weighed  in  at  1 1  lbs.  2  oz.,  a  healthy 
credit  to  the  Rivezzo’ s  endorsement 
of  oysters,  lobster  and  calamari. 

By  the  time  twins  Carly  and 
Charley  (now  19  months)  were  bom, 
Charlie  was  convinced  that  he  had 
to  forget  early  retirement.  So 
Charlie,  in  his  infinite  craziness, 
decided  to  return  to  the  restaurant 
business,  a  world  he  finds  more 
orderly  than  that  of  raising  a  second 


family  that  includes  hell-raising 
twins. 

Within  minutes  of  discovering 
North  Beach,  Charlie  felt  comfort¬ 
able  and  at  home.  He  knew  then  he 
wanted  his  future  restaurant  to  be 
somewhere  in  the  area.  He  stopped 
by  the  offices  of  the  North  Beach 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  plugged 
in  to  the  local  scene. 

“Be  unique,”  was  the  advice  he 
received.  “Don’t  be  just  another 
Italian  restaurant.”  A  seemingly 
simple  task  but  one  akin  to  cutting 


an  acre  of  grass  with  a  pair  of  nail 
scissors. 

For  a  year  Charlie  scoured  the 
area.  He  tracked  down  empty  store¬ 
fronts,  contemplated  the  onerous 
process  of  filing  an  application  for  a 
conditional  use  permit,  and  dined  in 
every  local  restaurant.  He  sat  in 
cafes  and  studied  pedestrian  traffic. 
Where  did  people  eat?  What  did 
they  order?  What  made  a  menu 
successful? 

Then  quiet,  secluded,  non-Ital¬ 
ian  and  almost  forgotten 
Beethoven’s  came 
on  the  market.  The 
lovely,  romantic  but 
outdated  restaurant 
was  about  to  slip 
into  North  Beach’s 
history.  A  deal  was 
forged  between 
Alfred  Baumann, 
the  quintessential 
i  German  immigrant, 
and  Charles  A. 
Rivezzo,  the  quint¬ 
essential  New 
Yorker  /  Italian 
American  transplant. 

The  first  step  was  to  open  up  the 
premises,  put  in  windows,  bring  in 
some  light  and  with  it  lots  of  levity. 
A  Powell  Street  window  displays 
the  kitchen  and  the  wood-fired  grill 
where  chefs  toss  hundreds  of  Maine 
lobster  about  like  children’s  toys. 
Pizzas  fly  through  the  air  and  land 
on  top  of  the  grill,  instead  of  inside 
an  oven,  somewhat  like  an  Italian 
version  of  barbecued  pizza.  In  this 
restaurant,  the  grillman  is  king. 
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Crazy  Charlie ... 

Within  weeks  of  opening,  neigh¬ 
borhood  resident  and  Chronicle  re¬ 
viewer  Patricia  Unterman  discov¬ 
ered  Anthony’s  and  gave  it  2  1/2 
stars.  Jim  Wood  has  declared  the 
wine  list  the  best  bargain  in  San 
Francisco.  Francis  Ford  Coppola 
stops  in  with  his  mother  for  dinner 
or  orders  meals  for  home.  Mamma 
Coppola  and  Mamma  Rivezzo  are 
both  Neapolitan  and  Charlie  hap¬ 
pily  discusses  details  of  his  Nonna’s 
recipes  with  Mamma  Coppola. 

Proudly,  Charlie  banishes 
“trendy”  and  “hip”  from  his  vo¬ 
cabulary  and  concentrates  on  value. 
For  more  than  three  decades, 
Charlie’s  restaurants  have  been 
known  for  excellent  food  and  wine 
prices.  The  prestigious  California 
Restaurant  Writers  Association, 
based  in  Southern  California,  de¬ 
clared  Charlie’s  place  in  Anaheim 
the  “best  value  restaurant  in  Cali¬ 
fornia.” 

As  a  boy,  Charlie  worked  in  New 
York’s  famous  Fulton  Fish  Market. 
It  was  there  Charlie  developed  his 
remarkable  knowledge  of  fish  and, 
most  important,  how  to  buy  it  fresh 
at  the  best  prices.  Even  San 
Francisco’ s  Chinatown  fishmongers 
have  discovered  Anthony’s  and  oc¬ 
casionally  buy  fresh  lobster  from 
Charlie  to  resell  in  their  fish  mar¬ 
kets. 

As  fate  would  have  it.  Union  and 
Powell  is  turning  into  a  hotter  than 
ever  intersection  with  its  clutch  of 
established  and  new  restaurants  that 
hum  and  throb  most  nights  of  the 
week  —  Gira  Polli,  Washington 
Square  Bar  &  Grill,  Little  City,  the 
awaited  Brava  Caffe  and  the  nearby 
Entree  des  Artistes.  (Let  alone  the 


other  restaurant  activity  across 
Washington  Square.) 

Charlie  opened  Anthony’s 
in  October  —  no  fanfare  just  a  quiet, 
soft  opening  without  a  feeding 
frenzy  party  to  baptize  the  place. 
Instead,  Charlie  concocted  one  of 
his  wildest  ideas  ever  --  a  “Send 
George  Bush  Back  to  Maine  Lob¬ 
ster  Special”  for  the  three  weeks 
prior  to  1992’s  presidential  elec¬ 
tion. 

Every  Tuesday  leading  up  to 
Election  Day,  “Send  Bush  Back  to 
Maine  Lobster  Dinners’  ’  were  prac¬ 
tically  given  away  at  phenomenal 
prices.  The  third  week  out,  whole 
Maine  lobster  dinners  were  $2.95, 
the  next  week,  $1.95  and  on  Elec¬ 
tion  Day,  a  whoppingly  low  95  cents. 
Used  to  prices  like  $28 .00  for  whole 
Maine  lobster  dinners,  the  public 
went  nuts.  Anthony’s  was  flooded 
with  phone  calls. 

“From  the  immediate  re¬ 
sponse,”  grins  Rivezzo,  “I  knew 
there  would  be  huge  lines  around 
the  block.” 

In  order  to  ensure  a  seat,  one 
elderly  woman  arrived  two  hours 
early.  She  grabbed  Charlie’s  hand 
and  beamed  “It  has  been  years  since 
I  could  afford  Maine  lobster.  God 
bless  you!”  Other  prospective  din¬ 
ers  said  “you  must  be  crazy”  but 
stood  in  line  anyway.  People  drove 
to  the  City  from  San  Jose  and  called 
ahead  on  car  phones  to  ensure  a 
place  in  line. 

When  a  three-deep  line  stretched 
up  the  hill  to  Mason  Street  from 
Powell,  local  police  stopped  by  for 
a  little  friendly  crowd  control.  Some 
homeless  folk  joined  in  the  melee 
happy  for  a  chance  at  an  affordable, 


quality  meal.  Television  cameras 
recorded  the  event.  Cameramen 
and  interviewers  salivated,  eager  to 
go  off  duty  so  they  could  join  the 
ranks.  And  images  of  “Crazy 
Charlie”  grinning  and  waving  a 
Maine  lobster  went  national  via 
network  television  and  Associated 
Press. 

Crazy  Charlie’s  earlier  nick¬ 
names  include  “The  Bandit”  and 
“Fuffi”,thenameofoneofhis  first 
restaurants  in  New  York’s  Little 
Italy.  Fuffi’s  customers  included 
celebrities  like  Ed  Sullivan,  Billy 
Martin,  Yogi  Berra,  Tony  Bennett, 
Rocky  Marciano,  Jerry  Vale,  Tony 
La  Ru  ssa,  T omm  y  Lasorda,  and  Lou 
Pinella.  Photographs  of  them  with 
a  younger  version  of  the  still  hand¬ 
some  Charlie  now  proudly  grace  the 
walls  of  Anthony’s. 

When  asked  what’s  next,  the 
58  year  old  Charlie  says:  “First,  I 
want  to  finish  the  North  Beach  Char¬ 
acters  Hall  of  Fame  on  Anthony’s 
back  wall.”  North  Beach’s  favorite 
cartoonist.  Chuck  Kennedy,  is  draw¬ 
ing  likenesses  of  such  locals  as  Joe 
Alioto,  Peter  Macchiarini,  Leo 
Reigler,  Leo  Rossi,  andFrancisFord 
Coppola.  “Then,  maybe  another 
restaurant.  But  no  more  kids.  Three 
little  ones  and  two  big  ones  are 
enough.” 

And  as  for  his  philosophy  on 
life,  Charles  Anthony  Rivezzo  takes 
a  serious,  pensive  turn  and  says:  “I 
was  a  dead  end,  ghetto  kid.  I’ve 
worked  my  way  out  of  lots  of  dark 
comers.  Butone  thing  I  know  is  that 
the  more  I  got,  the  humbler  I  got. 
Success  has  a  lot  to  do  with  God  and 
luck.” 

Welcome  to  North  Beach, 
Charlie! 
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Welcome  New  Members! 


North  Beach  Place 


By  Betty  Kemper,  Membership  Chair 

Since  the  last  issue  of  the  Semaphore,  24  neighbors  have  joined  the 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers.  Welcome  to:  David  Askins,  Yvonne  Cocino, 
Bruce  and  Louise  Durland,  Joan  Harding,  Jim  Gray,  Dennis  Knebel, 
Robert  Luedtke,  Cristian  Lindgren,  Richard  Marshall,  Fred  Papapietro, 
Francine  Piragovsky,  Marilynne  Pryor,  Nayda  Williams,  Rober  Smith, 
Joe  and  Lynn  Butler,  Dina  Morrison,  Neil  Bradshaw,  Lea  Ann  Garrison, 
Richard  and  Hope  Weissman,  Ralph  Sutton  and  Jordan  Luttrell. 

New  Member  Contest  in  Full  Swing 

By  Betty  Kemper,  Membership  Chair 

Thanks  to  the  New  Member  Drive  contestants  (17  in  all),  neighbors 
on  Telegraph  Hill  are  currently  receiving  blue  membership  folders, 
complete  with  all  the  information  they  need  to  join  THD. 

The  contest  started  in  January  and  continues  through  March. 

The  three  top  contestants,  with  the  highest  percentage  of  new 
members,  win  dinners  for  two  at  Julius  Castle  or  an  hour-long  massage 
by  Paula  McCabe,  a  certified  Shiatsu  practitioner. 


Social  Update 

By  Jarilyn  Cerruti,  Social  Chair 

As  this  Sempaphore  goes  to  print,  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  are 
circling  March  1  on  their  calendars  and  planning  to  attend  our  Member¬ 
ship  Dinner  at  Castagnola’s.  We  will  hear  Mayor  Frank  Jordan  speak 
and  have  the  opportunity  to  voice  our  concerns  and  ask  questions. 

Next  on  our  spring  calendar  of  events  is  our  election  meeting  and 
dinner  at  the  New  Pisa  Restaurant  on  Monday,  April  12.  Please  join  us 
to  elect  our  new  officers  and  board  members,  and  to  support  them  for 
the  coming  year.  After  dinner,  please  share  your  ideas  and  interests  with 
the  board  and  committee  chairs  about  upcoming  projects  and/or  events. 
We  need  your  input! 

Sunday,  May  2  will  be  the  date  for  our  New  Member  Cocktail  Party. 
If  you  know  someone  you  think  may  be  interested  in  joining  THD, 
please  invite  them.  Also,  call  me  at  421-3820  and  I’ll  make  sure  the 
prospective  member  receives  a  personal  invitation. 

Ourfirst  “TowertoTown”  walk  is  planned  for  Sunday,  May  16.  We 
hope  this  will  become  an  annual  event  where  we  pledge  our  support  to 
some  worthy  cause.  (More  details  to  follow.)  Ready -set -go -you  have 
two  months  to  get  in  shape! 


Housing  Ideas 

A  planning  study  began  early  this 
year  to  examine  the  economic  feasibil¬ 
ity  and  the  desirability  for  residents 
and  for  the  community  of  replanning 
the  housing  at  the  venerable  public 
housing  site  between  Bay  and  Fran¬ 
cisco  at  Taylor. 

If  you  have  recommendations  for 
remodelling,  rebuilding,  for  new  com¬ 
munity  facilities,  for  additionsof  hous¬ 
ing,  retail,  or  other  ideas  to  improve  the 
quality  of  life  for  the  residents  and  the 
neighbors,  please  send  them  to  Rod 
Freebaim-Smith  at  460  Vallejo  Street, 
94133,  Hill  Dweller  representative  to 
the  Citizen’s  Advisory  Committee  for 
North  Beach 


Treasurer’s  Report  as  of  JANUARY  31,  1993 

Account  Balances: 

Bank  of  America 

$3638.01 

Kemper  Money  Market 

21.95 

HomeFed  Bank  C.D. 

$17812.10 

TOTAL 

$21472.06 

Income: 

ANNUAL 

YTD 

BUDGET 

Contribution 

590.00 

500.00 

Semaphore 

5377.00 

5500.00 

Membership 

9025.00 

9000.00 

Miscellaneous 

240.00 

250.00 

C.D.  Interest 

656.22 

650.00 

Kemper  Interest 

14.86 

200.00 

Social 

602.00 

00.00 

TOTAL:  $16505.08 

$16100.00 

Expenses: 

ANNUAL 

YTD 

BUDGET 

Membership 

440.63 

700.00 

Semaphore 

2567.47 

5500.00 

Social 

3659.61 

4000.00 

Planning  &  Zoning 

0.00 

300.00 

Community  Relations 

310.00 

350.00 

Community  Support 

868.87 

600.00 

Board  Mtgs. 

746.63 

1200.00 

Election  Night 

484.00 

250.00 

President's  Fund 

113.95 

200.00 

Liability  Insurance 

2898.80 

2959.00 

Miscellaneous 

9.73 

41.00 

TOTAL:  $12099.69 

$16100.00 

1 4  Midway  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 


Richard  Hanlin 


Drilled  Foundations 
(415)  956-2909 


License  #300555 


Hanlin  Construction 


Washington  Square 
Bar^fGrill. 
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Open  daily  for  Lunch  &  Dinner 
1707  Powell  St.  982-8123 


TELEGRAPH  HILL  FAMILY  MEDICAL  GROUP 

BENJAMIN  FONG,  M.D. 

FAMILY  PRACTICE 


660  LOMBARD  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94133 
421-6441 


(415)  391-1290 


FRANCO  P  BRUNO 
NORMA  GIULIANI 


AT  WASHINGTON  SQUARE 
1600  STOCKTON  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO  94133 


CITY  LIGHTS 

Booksellers  &,  Publishers 
261  Columbus  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
(4151  362-3193 


CM 

RESTAURANT  -  BAR 

7  f>.nu  'til  6  cunu 

1031  Kearny  434-1308 


(fita  « fy}//// 

ITALIAN  WOOD-FIRED 
SPIT-ROASTED  CHICKENS 
DINING  -  TAKE  OUT  -  HOME  DELIVERY 

659  Union  Street,  S.F.  434-4472 
590  E.BIithedale,  Mill  Valley  (415)  383-6040 


CoitJILiquor 


-m*. 

THE  WINE  8c 


SPIRITS  EXPERTS 


On  Washington  Square 

5  8  5  Columbus  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
Fax  415/296-7825 
Telephone  415/986-4036 
1-800-255-COIT 


Neva  Steffens 

Computer  Transcription 
& 

Business  Services 

O:  (415)776-4201 
F:  (415)  776-1406 


Resumes,  Mailings,  Letters,  Legal  Documents, 
Theses,  Scripts,  Manuscripts,  Menus. 
Transcription  from  tapes  or  handwritten  notes 

Post  Odice  Box  330037 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133-0037 
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BBB  Forever 

By  Shari  Steiner 

Every  now  and  then  you  get  lucky. 
Friends  from  out  of  town  arrive,  and 
you  remember. . .  Oh,  yes,  we  haven’ t 
been  to  Beach  Blanket  Babylon  in 
awhile,  let’s  show  them  what’s  go¬ 
ing  on  now. 

And,  there  among  the  giggles 
and  guffaws,  the  fun  dancing,  the 
fabulous  timing  and  the  out-of-this- 
world  hats,  you  remember  die  tilings 
that  make  us  love  San  Francisco  in 
general  and  North  Beach  in  particu¬ 
lar. 

BBB  is  irreverence.  The  story 
line  is  a  swirl  of  events,  with  little 
holding  it  together,  not  even  a  vil¬ 
lain.  What  makes  it  an  evening  that 
brings  audience  after  audience  to 
their  feet  is  the  irreverence,  the 
wacky  creativeness  and  the  sheer 
energetic  force  of  the  cast. 

This  season’s  cast  is  headed  by 
Linda  Bulgo  as  Snow  White,  who 
has  been  a  favorite  in  die  role,  and 
Val  Diamond,  die  mainstay  of  the 
production.  We  saw  a  Sunday 
evening  rendition,  and  Diamond’s 
ability  to  charge  through  every  skit 
with  the  enthusiasm  of  Geronimo 
cresting  die  hill  was  breathtaking. 
She’dalready  doneone  performance 
that  afternoon.  What’s  this  woman 
like  if  you  bring  her  a  cup  of 
espresso? 

She  and  Bulgo  make  the  classic 
stand-up  comic  pair.  Diamond  plays 
die  tough,  “big  sister”  -  a  character 
that  appears  sometimes  as  a  French 
whore,  sometimes  as  a  Jewish 
mother,  sometimes  as  a  “Maid”  in 
Japan.  She’s  a  woman  of  die  world, 
and  she  ’  s  shouldered  die  job  of  help¬ 
ing  Snow  White  bop  around  die 


globe  on  her  quest  to  (sigh...)  Find 
Her  Prince. 

Bulgo  manages  to  pull  off  both  a 
shy,  pouty  Walt  Disney  bunny  act 
as  Snow  White,  and  a  couple  of  sly, 
raucous  songs,  where  a  warmly 
wicked  “Material  Girl”  peeks 
through. 

The  plot  has  gone  through  as 
many  iterations  as  die  cast  over  die 
years  since  the  first  performance  in 
1974.  This  season,  Snow  White 
gets  to  meet  several  disapproving 
scolds,  played  with  energy  and  an 
engaging  twinkle  in  her  eye  by  Renee 
Lubin,  plus  a  sax  toting  Clinton,  as 
well  as  a  preening  French  gentle¬ 
man,  all  in  pink  (and  accompanied 
by  a  pink  poodle  quartet),  and  a 
number  of  other  Prince  potentials, 
who  somehow  never  quite  pan  out. 


More  people  in 
San  Francisco 
would  be  upset  if 
Snow  White  found 
her  man  than  they 
were  when  Super¬ 
man  got  killed. 

Steve  Silver, 
the  producer-di¬ 
rector-writer-de¬ 
signer  of  BBB,  is  a 
native  San 
Franciscan  and  an 
alumnus  of  Lowell 
High  School  and 
San  Jose  State, 
where  he  majored 
in  fine  art  paint¬ 
ing.  His  theatrical 
career  started  with 
a  business  called 
“Rent  a  Freak,” 
diat  he  organized  with  a  street  the¬ 
atre  group.  He  went  on  to  be  an 
assistant  director  on  die  film  Harold 
and  Maude,  then  put  together  BBB 
for  die  theatre  in  an  Italian  wedding 
hall.  The  production  has  played  for 
presidents  and  royalty  and  probably 
every  personality  that's  arrived  in 
San  Francisco.  It  has  become  die 
longest  running  musical  revue  in 
theatre  history  -  it  surpassed  the 
“Ziegfeld  Follies”  record  in  1984 
and  has  given  over  6,500  perfor¬ 
mances. 

Beach  Blanket  Babylon,  Club 
Fugazi,  678  Green  Street  (between 
Columbus  and  Powell),  Wed-Sun  at 
7  pm,  Fri  &  Sat  also  at  10  pm, 
Sunday  matinees  (the  only  perfor¬ 
mance  where  children  are  allowed) 
at  3  pm.  Tickets  are  $17  through 
$40,  available  from  421-4222. 


THE  FAMOUS 

CONDOR 

INVITES  YOU  FOR 


Cocktails  Jppetizers 

Featuring 


_9rish  ^Joffee 


IJ 

Corner  of 
^roadway  £7 

^olumbus 

ifcll 

781-8222 

Also  Serving 

1 

Lunch 

Restaurant  a  Antipasti  Bar 


Everyday  noon  till  midnight 
Full  bar  until  two  a  m. 


Corner  of  Union  &  Powell 


Telephone  434-2900 

TREE  PARKING 
(JUST  KIDDING) 


•HOME  DELIVERY 
•  PET  SITTING  (BONDED) 
•PET TAXI  SERVICE 


885-2210 


ANNOUNCING 

THE  FOG  HILL  MARKET 

KEARNEY  &  GREEN  STREETS 
HOURS: 

7  DAYS  A  WEEK  -  9:00  AM  TO  12  MIDNIGHT 

DELLI  &  SANDWICHES 
FREE  DELIVERY 

CALL  SIMON 
781-8817 


Beeper:  (415)  679-1794 
^CONSTV^  (415)  665-5403 
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Alfredo  K.  Thlbeaux 

Calif.  State  Lie.  #603580 
2324  Seventeenth  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 16 


Experienced  in  construction,  rebuilding  &  remodeling 
Telegraph  Hill  properties. 


Jf“  1 

l’N  one  i  cent  margarita  | 

lE  cpaMito’s  yUffe* 

L  Authentic  Mexican  Cuisine  •  Cocktails  VfJgj)  j 
lo  Catering  •  Banquets  •  Dancing  fl  /HHUii 

Coupon  Not  Good  373  Broadway  J 

I D  With  Any  Other  Offer  (near  Montgomery  St.)  | 

or  Special  San  Francisco,  CA  94133  . 

I  GREAT  MARGARITAS  <415>  391-7524  I 

—  —  —  —  —  J 


Residential  Hotel 
and  Restaurant 


Basque  family  style  dinners 
luncheons  for  groups 


5-Course  Dinner  $12.00 
open  daily  from  5:00  to  9:30  pm 
closed  monday 


15  romolo  place 

uphill  alley  off  Broadway  between 

Columbus  and  Kearny 

San  Francisco  (415)  788-9404 


Real  Estate  is  still  the  best  tax  shelter  - 
find  out  how  to  make  it  work  for  you 

Make  plans  to  attend 

MARINA  ASSOCIATES 
FIRST-TIME  BUYERS  WORKSHOP 
March  11, 1993  7  -9:30PM 

How  to  buy  with  a  low  down  payment 
Qualifying  for  a  loan 
Estimating  your  own  tax  savings 
How  much  house  can  you  afford? 
Where  are  the  great  deals? 

Creative  ownerships  solutions 

fee  $10.00 


To  register  or  for  information 
about  future  workshops,  call 

415/221-4766  ext.  58 


Diana  Gaynor 
REALTOR  Associate 

MARINA  ASSOCIATES  1511  Clement  St.  San  Francisco 


JOIN  THE  TELEGRAPH  HILL  DWELLERS 
FATEVI MEMBRO  DEL  “TELEGRAPH  HILL  DWELLERS" 
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BAD  NEWS  FOR  THE  COMPETITION 


BANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CAUFOANIA 

Vi sa@  and  MasterCard@ 


Noriega  Street  Branch 

2533  Noriega  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  (415)  68 1  -5333 

Montgomery  Street  Branch 

555  Montgomery  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  (4 1 5)  39 1  -89 1 2 

Chinatown  Branch 

743  Washington  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  (4 1  5)  42  I  -52 1 5 


Annual  Percentage  Rate* 


$  1 5  Annual  Membership  Fee4 


North  Beach  Location 

Larry  Chui,  Vice  President  and  Branch  Manager 
1301  Stockton  Street  (off  Broadway) 
San  Francisco,  CA  (415)  989-4088 


Oakland  Branch 

900  Webster  Street 
Oakland,  CA  (510)  451-5600 

Monterey  Park  Branch 

532  North  Atlantic  Boulevard 
Monterey  Park,  CA  (8 1 8)  289-4 1  1 0 

Los  Angeles  Chinatown  Branch 

800  North  Spring  Street 
Los  Angeles,  CA  (2 1  3)  629-4638 


Credit  Card  Department 

RO.  Box  24649 

San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 26-6469 


Est.  San  Francisco  1937  Member  FDIC 


‘subject  to  change  without  notice,  Grace  Period:  25  days.  Method  of  Computing  Balance:  average  daily  balance  including  new 
purchases  and/or  cash  advance.  Transaction  Fee  for  Cash  Advance:  2%  of  cash  advance.  Late  Payment  Fee:  $3  minimum,  $5 
maximum.  Minimum  Finance  Charge:  $.50  Overlimit  Fee:  $5  per  transaction,  $30  maximum  per  day. 
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Neptune  Society 

•  OF  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  ^ 


Since  1974 


Cremation  &  Memorial  Services 


Simple . . .  Affordable . . .  Personal . . .  Dignified 
Sea-Scattering  Services  •  Low-Cost  Funerals 
Our  Neptune  Society  Guaranteed  Trust  Plan 
Protects  Your  Survivors  Emotionally  and  Financially. 


Please  phone  or  write,  to  request  our  free  brochure. 

In  San  Francisco 

2740  Hyde  Street,  Suite  100  San  Francisco,  CA  94109 

(415)  771-0717 
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THD  CALENDAR 


Mayor  Jordan  speaks  at  THD  Membership 
Dinner,  Castagnola's  on  the  Wharf, 

March  1,  6:30  cocktails, 
7:30  dinner,  8:30  speaker 

Police  Community  Relations  Meeting, 

Central  Station,  Tel:  781-0456 

March  18,  April  15,  May 

20 

Election  &  General  Membership  Meeting, 
New  Pisa  Restaurant. 

April  12,  6:30  cocktails, 

7:30  dinner 

Neighborhood  Cleanup, 

Tel:  Abby  Herget  982-4437 

Tentatively  April  17  or 

April  25 

New  Member  Welcoming  Cocktail  Party 

May  2,  Sunday 

Telegraph  Hill  Historic  Walk, 

Tel  City  Guides  557-4266 

May  13,  5:30  p.m.  and 

May  23,  2  p.m. 

Literary  North  Beach  Walk, 

Tel:  City  Guides  557-4266 

May  15  and  May  29  at  10 
am. 

Coit  Tower  To  Town  Walk 

May  16,  Sunday 

